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A Sermon appointed for 
the Croſle, buctpreached in the 
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Printed by R, Biſhop, for T homas eAlchorne, and are to bee 4 
fold at his ſhop in Paws Church-yard, at the Signe V 
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Oncof his Majeſtics Iuſticcsof the Peace 
for the Countie of WILTES: 


My truly honoared Friend. 
Right Worthipfull, + 2g Tron Tap 
x B40; OD hath bleft you ma- 
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with a plentiſull and proſperous eitate ; 


Give me legve(ar your Chaplain to God) 
Az to 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ry for one bleſiing more, as the Co- 
is InTnp/Pot of all the reft, and that 
not but he doth, witha contented 
mind in off theſe. This. ts the ſubjef 
of my Sermon, and fhull. bee the ſuppli- 
cation of my beart' ſo long as ever I [hall 

Wie EO oath iiiojc! off 
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PHILIP. 4.11; 


7 have learned in whatſoever Fa 1 am, therewith ta 
bet content.” © i 


FERESE LES HE laſt time I was in this place, I 
ME] [SIYE| ſhewed you Heer Ls My- 
= erand:is-now to you the way: 
+tobe'Contem; if you proſper nor: 
VVhich, howfoever it may ſeem at 
this rime an imp tinent and impro-- 
per Texr; yer tet mee premoniſh-youwhat a Fathe; 
Fad of Bernjamins ſack, Sacco ſoluto,veluxit i 4 
Whenthe fack was opened, the filver appeared! 
the ſtlverwas' im 1t before, bat it was not ſeene,: oor 
known,. nor taken notice'of till 'the-ope 
give me bur-leave to open my fack';to/ Nenfold vo : 
Ons apply my meditations, andrhen i oh 
A: 3, dos. 
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doe no.ſilver appeare, -if there bee nothing worthy 

your OA and uſe ; bee but youcontent to 
hear it; and I will be content to bear it :For js is in- 
deed a Text of Contentation , /ang: you- Chai have 
(God milling) a Sermon of em pray 

God of his mercie grant, that I may {o __ it, 

and ſo diſpenſe it, that it may proficand I 20 
give Content both-to God and you. And ſo I come 
tomy Text. 1 hquelegrned,&fc, | 
_- Inwhich words,I will obſerve two. general] parts, 
which may be rediiced to two heads, andbe thus cn 
preſt. 1. Diſcipline pavir, rhe Diſcipline of 
and that is to learn to be. Content. 2. Pax d:ſcs Fs 
e,the peace of the diſcipline, or the profit of this 
learning,and that is, It armes a man,and enables him 
to comply with all eſtares whatſoever. 7 have leay- 
ned tin whatſo oever face 1am, therewith to be content, 

I. D!(crpling paces, the diſcipline of Peace, fothe 

Scripture termes it, Eſ#. 53.5. The diſcipline of our 
peace ws upon him, (5) Chriſt wasdilciplined and 


POrelhe forus, that wee might bave our peace-wi 
pus praihment. So ſome tranſlate that place 
2, #{t. whereas wee read, 0 — filium, Kifocke 
Sonne, (z) doe. honour and homage tothe Sonne-of 
God. ſame render it Apprehendite plan mam, G Ny 
UOepebeng. hisdciplioe, nbey-his ordinances,” and 
mat your ſelvcs 10 his correGions, as keeſubmic- 
ted bimſclteto ours; andthis inthe end will work 
for your pace. Andto ſaytruth,a man can never 
2910 95 gelldetieg peace; nor grqw: up to.a well 
rentation, till hee hath been ſome way 
d by the bavd. af heaven, Heb.'5.8; It i = 
ſai 


The way to be Content. 3 
faidofour Saviour, Though beerwere a Sogne' (the 
onely begotten Son of God, fultof grace and truth) 
yer hee learned obedience by the things which hee 

oa not that hee was' diſobedi aaron 
fuftered;but the meaning| is,though'he had the habit 
of obedience before, he never learned the practice 
of-'it till then. - For this leſſon of Contentment 
is juſt like your leflons of Mnfick, a man'can never 
bee faid to, have-learned them, till hee bee able to- 
practiſe them, for you muſt know that Chriſtians 

are of two forts. Tn exe or: | 
- Some arefylveftres, or onagrs, like wild unrulic- 
Afles, (ſo:the Seripture termes them, 70b 11.12.) I 
meanunhumbled;untamed, unconverted finners,that 
never yet felt. the Yoke of Chriſt, nor the hand of 
God, nor the heavineſle of a wounded conſcience :- 
theſe know no-other Content but what their ſports,, 
their Muſick and merry company affoords- them; 
which.is juſt ſich a kind of Content as they'thar 
have: the Itch-doe take ini clawing and ſcratching 
their bodies, which pleaſerh them infinitely for the 
preſent, but makes themrhe ſorer and the rawer, and 
the worſer afterwards: for ſo all ſinfull pleaſure ends 
in patn.z;and if there be not- /ngratairecordatro, an un- 
pleafing, a-difcontenting remembrance of all ſuch 
pleaſingcontenting vanities, the ſoule will-rue for: 
it i0 another place. Theſe may ficly' bee compared 
to the Lillies which our Saviour ſpeaks of 1n the 
Goſpell, ſaying that So/omor in all his glory came: 
not near them; nowrthe Lillie as long as it1s faire, 
whole, and'untouchr; it looks beautifall, and ſmels 
pleaſantly ;.bur letat be never ſo little nipt,or - 
| - 3» 
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4 The why is be Conte: 
,prexpſktina mans hand;it Tookeugly,and finels 
worſe: {ucharcalt your. joviall Gaflants,and laſcivi- 
ous youngſters as Joniz as they are healthful, $&:found, 
and ailnothing,theironly care is zo give themſelves 


rn te tors drabbing, 8c. fic o fc juat 


Uryere ; toſome mens thinking, no ſuch contenting 
life in the work as theirs ; till theſe men fall into 
the hands of God (as ſooneror later they ſhall ſure- 
ly fall) and God doth begin tonip them, andbruiſe 
and cruſh them in his hands with ficknefſe of body, 
 erforrows of. ſoule ; alas, all their Content is va- 
niſht andgone,and they become like Naumt in Betb- 
{em.neither pleaſing ro themſelves norothers.Theſe 
Contentments:;are worme-caten like Tones Gourd, 
that will faile a man-whenhe ſtands moſt in need of 
them;and theſe kindof men are far from that Con- 
tent which my Text ſpeaketh of. 0ri2e” 

But there are another ſort of Chriſtians, andthey 
are ſubat, or ablatari, mortified, fibdued or' wea- 
ned Chriſtians,fuchas Davidwas,®ſal.131.2.1 have 
behaved my ſelfe like a child that is weaned, yea my ſoule 
75 as,a weaned child, A child that ſucks, his whole 
delight isto bee nibling at the breſt ; nothing qui- 
cts,nothing contents b1mbut that z butlet himonce 
bee throughly weaned, and then thoughyou ſhew 
himnever ſo goodly a breſt, abounding with never 
{o luſcious milke, and flatter him never ſ6 much; 
you ſhall'not get him to take ir, nor totouch it ; 
torthen his Content lies in another kind;it is fome- 
thing elſe muft quiet him,andnotthat : Soiit is with 
2 mortified and unmortified Chriſtian,nothing eon- 

rents 


T he way tobecontent. 5 
tents the one but the breft of the world ; nothing 
leſſthan that-Eontents the other. When the foule 
of a Chriſtiar-is once weaned and taken off frem the 
folliesand vanities ofthis life, then' hee begins to 
favour and' ſet his mind upon the things that con- 
cerne2better life z hee ſhall feel his diſpoſitor alter 
within bim, and ſhall find a more ſenſible content 
inenjoying bis God, than any worldlinguponearth 
cither doth'orcan find Nin enjoying his goods : as 
Davidaffirms, Pſal.4.8. Dead: iti Letitiam, 4c. Thou 
haft put more gladneſſe in my heart,than 1 the time that 
their corne.dnd wine and oyle inicreaſed:; The meaning 
1s, hee took more.delight and'morg content in the 
Law and fauburof God, in the worſhip and ſervice 
of Godin converſing and walking with God;'more 
(I fay)by far, thanthe men of this worldcould take 
in their joyfulleſttimes of all,when their corne and 
wineandoyleincreaſed. Andthis is the medallagthe 
pith 'and marrow of that Chriſtian contentation, 
which is begun upon: carth, and never ends in hea- 
ven. This is ſuch a:happineſſe that none can attain 
unto, but onely they thatare: Crebrati Chriſtians (as 
Tertullian terines them) fifted Chriſtians, they that 
have-been winnowed and fanned, and fifred (as it 
were) by Gods afflitions , by the divels temprati- 
ons, and by the'worlds unkindneſles; they that have 
been tofſedand tumbled andbeaten inthe world;and 
have found. by their own experience ,* that there is 
no-content' to bee had in any eſtate but onely from 
God; and that there is no eſtate but God may bee 
had in, if a man will himſelfe ; theſe are they that 
have learned (with St. Paul) in whatſoever ſtate they 
B are, 
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PA ara" y to. ER we (neg bet 
ly to! -principall. part © ext, wherein: 
thr —_ 'l pre beobleed,” ropth 
-.I S1#gAlaraas:perſone, the Pp Jl 

ety.of the perſon noted in the w6rd yo, Lhavelcar- 
ned, 2. Sperificatio temports, the ſpecificationorinti- 
mation .of the time when he learned it, noted in the 
word ev; hedoth notiay,I'will leamto apoyavpt; | 
but 1. bave learned; I have dote it already. 3 Spect-: 
alizas res, the ſpecialty orexcellencie of the ing 
it ſelfe which St. Paul had learnedand attained, 
thatwas to be' turapcic, {clfe-ſufficienrand what that 
meaneth,you ſba}l beare by and by. 

© Singulariias yerſoue, I have learned. Some may 
haply conccit that S. Paul'ſpeakes bur this of his 
own particular, that he forhis parthad learned tob& 
Contents,nort that it-is the common condition of 
every private Chiiftian tobee thus qualified, rhus. 
com _ LEG S, pre Ang an ps 

now he wasa A 

per Avtawgnaſits, called by pins. n9ery; The Apoſtte- 
ipall our quoterions ofhim)' I fay, as hewas'an A-- 
male hehe: wo re tyhplouers, his peculiargiſtsand. 


a ay ber tha h fear ben ie fedtodears 
| us 2: tne At as 
contented: b 


a grace thats commann to every true belvever.. The 
Scripture ſpeaks ofa Commanfarith, Tit.1.z. becauſe 
it i$cOMMon tOall the faithfull; and fo likewiſe of 
a Commeniſaluntion, tude Wray vocanſs it is commonto 
2llthatſhall-bee faved y which yer every Chriſtian 
nut labour to make propertehi : fo-may this 

be. 
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be-called.a Common contertment, becauſe it is ſiich/2s 
every common. Chriftian.muſt apply ro himſelfe, 
andisbound inconſcience to learn and pradtile for 
his kd SCRE forthe.comfort anddifcharge of 
Bis own-ſoule in the fight of God. :It is worth your 
_ obſervation that of Dawa,Pſal, 40.6. where heſuirh 
of bimſclfe,: 13 the volume. of thy Book it:is: written of 
me, that tfhould doe thy will, O my God, 1 am content to 
.do it;. now let a manread over the whole 'vohime of 
Gods Bookhe ſhal not find that it is writtenof Da- 
2:4that he by name ſhould do the will of Godmore 
than another 'man. Why then doth-D avidaffirme 
this of himſelfe > Ile tell you What I think the rea- 
ſon may bee-: Devi found inthe volume of Gods 
any, of Bings; Popes fe. char they (hon 
uality, QI-iv. z: FFOpnets, oc. t tne 
bo 4 Peciall coma to doe thewillof God/add ts 
phars popes in pe gov = _— ew this doth 
David appropriceand applyto bhimfelfe- in particu- 
lax, as i 4 had.been thus written-of him, and none 
elſebiit, him, In-like manner,when: you reade inche 
yohame: of this, Book that iris:tbus writtewof Saine 
Paal,$bat be bad. learned to mere muſt 
knaw that/itis;yourcaſe as; well as. bis, and rharyou 
for yaur parts have as-good caulzandas preatreaſon 
(asever. Dawid bad), to.apply this. writing to: your 
ſelves, 2nd- ſay, for yourown particular, {7:4 written 
of me,that 1 ſhould be content, my God,1 am comtent to © 
le fe. It wah good countellthat Elpiaz gave rovTeb, 
Iobs 25, Heare this, gnd know tt.for thy Ser 
tanflate::it) but in Hebrew it is (dang-lecha) hnow'it 
for thy-ſelfe. Itisnot —_—_— man toknowthis 
ID - y 
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in generall, that fach a thing nut be;that every man 
mult be content with/his eſtate, becauſe God will 
bave it ſoz buta man muſt apply this knowledge to _ 
himſelfe in particular,and labour to work himſelfto 
' ſuch an (w3piz, ſuch an inward tranquillity and con- 
tentedhefſe of mind , that nothin that God ſends - 
may come-amifſe to him. As S. Auſftiz ſaidof Alms, 
9 ut wult ordinate eleemoſyn.us dare, debet a ſeipſo inci- 
perez Hee that will give Almes-in a right and order- 
ly manner, muſt beginwith himſelfe, How is that? 
Mendicat a 1 anima tua, efurtt juſtitiam,&e, Thy 
avne ſoule hes ing of thee, it hungers after- 
righteouſneſle; it thirſts after grace, .it's naked and 
wounded for want of fpirituall oy com- 
fort ; firſt begin with thy own foul,cheriſhthat,com- 
fort:that, fave and fuccour that, ſhew mercy firſt to 
thy ſelfe,” then ſhalt thou: the better know andun- 
derſtand how to ſhew mercicandpitie tothe bodies. 
and ſouls of others. Inlike manner, He'that would 
pathorighn as Contentment, muſt begin 
with himſclfe, firſtſtudie his ownpeace; ſubdue his 
own.paſſions, quiet hisown mind, and content his 
own ſoule,;z and when hehath:done fo, he may then 
ew make his Own plaiſter ts ſerve anothers ſores;. 
comfort others: with: the ſame eonſolation 
wherewith.himſelfe-hath formerly been comforted 
and contented : but that can he never do, tilt hee bee 
- able ro. ſay of himſelfe , what St. Paul doth in my 
Text : However others beeafftected, (for my part) 
bgie learned to be content, So- much forthe firlt par= | 
ticular, which is ſingularicas perſone, the proprictic: 
af the perſoo, 454, 1 have learned fc, The next:is,. - 
Fn > i. 
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' 12 Specyficateo itemporis'; Heedothnot Tay," I will * 
ey rs Ienened ho de cient.” Thisk one of © 
thoſe: precoguitai(as-wee call them)' that muſt bee 
known andlearned afore-hand, aa infttherime rhat 
God. will give- occaſion its makeuſe ofthenm.. As 
the; Prophet! Eſay exHdrs; Zfs. 43: 23, Hearker to 
this, and hearitfor the time ro come-; though it ma 
bee for the- time preſent all things are ſo well wit 
you, thatyouhave no need, no-uſe. ofthis dotrine; . 
yet the timemay:com?e! -Rnowes how ſoone) 
' . that you maybe glad; and'*thank God tharever you 
beard it ; doe-not therefore hear it forthe preſent 
orly, (as moſt men do-'Sermons) but hear ir” for - 
afterward," and: Iny ibup for the rimets corn. For - 
as Tully ſaidof Poetry; that it!was4 profeſſion for - 
all times ,proſperity-andadverſity ;or all ages,youth- .* 
andold ags:; for all places,” at home and abroad: . 
ſo is this@Jeffon foralbrimes, allages;allplces ; 
and happyare they-that have learned it — 
that they may'not bee to-ſeeEwhentheyiſhall ſtand . 
moſt in needof it, but have .a ſalve mm-readinefle for 
every ſore«. VVasmot thatafad and ſamentable di. 
ſtreſle hays 00 ao of {ſrael weredriventto,r San. _ 
13.22. That rs the day of: Battelly there was neither 
ſword nor ſpear found in: the hand of - any-of: the-people, . 
ſave only, sx the hand of Saul and Tonathan >-how dit : 
thoſe unarmed people ( 1zermes in -armis ) tremble | 
and quake to meet theirenetnies inthe faces> Even 
ſuch isthe caſe of an naprepared/Chriftian, when... 
troubles comeu bimfike anarmed mnan,ſadden-. . 
ly. and unreſfiſtably. ; what miſerable-panges muſt He - 
aecds.be.driventoz: m_— pot learredatorethand « 


PIT $ 
Ry TS 0 age 


Flo Tins he Sana 


ent wi ſpas -andtorepoſc-and 
| upan his :the work events? 
When the worlds fullof fears and dangers, and ca- 
1amities are ready.ro, break inupana:people, what a 
taking ai they. 1 havendt learned to be content? 
as Davidfaitbot thoſe in a ftorme at fea, Fſal{ 107. 
2.7. They are even gt their wits-end, ready torun mad, 
pr SHY Fa efides themſelves with aftoneſhment and anguiſh 
of ; whereas: they, tbat havelearned Sr. Pauls 
leg wy Tom, gan; ay, tacheir ſoules as David 
to bis, P//. x16: Returne ants thyrefk, O my foule- ; 
OT can.reagily; turne-themſelves to.God, who is 
wietatruum (25;the School-men ſpeak) and 
ACE reſt unto/ theit. foules (like-Noahin his 
Arke) when when a world ofetbersare overwhelmed with 
2 floydof ne, Beloved, wee are\notworthy to 
pk Marne ene eelatvgd, nor haw-God will 
todealwithus z.letourcare: nds 
inersat $6a)/in.gicalme to! wr Norm aſtorme 
ae royid E: ide: for! 4 and\in'peace yi 
;trouble ; that if any unexpeBed trouble 
£2 atile, NemaY mer Gods EY to 
Qvercome: uy and to wade co 
| : it 5. Jabquraforchand Gellar egg 
| ice, thatwe:may hokdout fied faftly,thmmove- 
ray ; this traubleſome ter? You knuw, that 
| which.ouſtkeepoShip Riffeapd feddie onthe ſea, 
muft nat be'leversand:fhores. withoue it; but weight 
; pe phe Cogan {rmgearn miaſt _— mor 
| righr, that-itdo 
nora oe d: anos Ifre likes drus- 
_ is not wealthand means 
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without a £1dN,- but grace ank and cot 
tentment within dim; 2 man ſhall never'be at quict 
in his mind, never ſetled in his conſcience,: bur.al- 
waies toſſed ant} enmoiled with doubts, andcares,, 
and feares, : tillhee hath learned: thisleffor ofthe. 
bleſſcd Apoſtle;on Shogferter flevebes , therewith: #0' 
be content. | 

3 Spetialits,vei, the exccllency of the thing it 
ſelfe,expteſtinther word; oli, [elfeaiirficicnts if 
we take the word-in a ftricand properiſente,none! 
can properly and rightly be faid. ro:be *vn«pids;: ſelfe- 
ſufficent, 2p God. As ——— 

man inthe Goſpel, far; ro.r81 wheh he cal- 

Ne bem Good-Maſter: why calleſttbowme\good2.(1 ſairh 
C briſt) —_— one m_ _ the meani 54 
nonethat t5s.gPoclnefle 12: aſe; 
and from hitmſelfe,. butonely God ; al the 
nefſethat. men/have,comes down from God;as 
doth. from tht Sunne;, of water-fromThe: Sndos 
(though Chriſt were 'Godcoo aiidtherdfore good, 
but thatwas fore than the young:mankiew:) "ſo 
rhere - is-none. truly: ſetfe-ſufttcienbut God only,. 
that hath this ſu citencie, this filtefſe of content 
mand from himiſelfe,oittionr being-betotding to: 
any Creature. Manofhimſetſcharh od falboiens _ 
neither ſufficient meansto:miaintain him; nor fu 
cient ſt todefend)bim, nor fafftcient grace 
ro faveihiin, butall;odrflificiencie-1 is from! 
ris pd; 2#vralxo&+, whois fufficienttor theſe chikg A 
as true itt other caſes, as-inthe cafe of rhe\Mini-- 
ſtery ; manof hinidelfe wirhour God is not fuffici- 
GB thing; asthe:Moowis ——— 
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I2 Fhewap-tobe content. 

f che Sunnetdoth'mot iJoob upon it;'1o'ls 2 man but 
dead creature if God do notwork in him ; there is 
no-light nor life in him. Yet ſuch is the goodneſſe 
of God, iuJpa/a:the good pleaſire of his will (as the 
Apoſtlecalls ie} 'thaviwherra mancaniſo farre deny 
himfelfe, {0 far maſtef and prevaile with himſelfe,zs 
to ſuffice and content himſclfe with that dimenſum, 
that portion; which'God hath allotted and aſſigned 


hirp;bettthoreorleſſe,to eſteenrir enovgh/and ſuf- 
ficient. farkim-zfach'aone doth Godaccount a man 
like himſelfe,a man after hisown heatra-man that is 
-evraciak, el bdufficient; Yin 


!:And thete I may take up'Afoſerwiſh, and ſay, T 


 whaldio:Godthat all the Lords \people were thus off ed, 


arid thus mmaet, - "Are rn ſer upon righteduſ- 
ze[ſe;O ye ſonnes of men? (ſaith D avidirethe P ſalme) 
No, wee may apfwer;; and experience ſheweth that 
mens mindsaredet upon coveronſheſle, they are ſer 
upon the world;they: are fer cleancrofieand contra- 

'tothe:nilearnd'diretionof Almighty God. For 
tlius thecaſeſtands, where God would have mento 
be'covetols, chere they are content-; and contrarily, 
where-God wouldhare mentobecoment,there they 


are extremely covetons-Infomethings God would 


have men tobce:covetous, 'ir! Cor, x 2.ult, Covet ear- 
zefily the beſt things : thethings of this life are the 
worſt things':in Godscacdountt,, howſoever wee e- 
ſteemrthem;/ thoſeare the beſt things' which-belong: 
and bring a man to x better life; and of theſe G 

would have us to be as:covetous aswe can be for our 
lives : &a#rs is the word; bee: carneftly cagerly cove- 
tous; never think you have faithenough,neverthink 
you 


T he way tobe rontent. —M 
you have grace endiigh, neverthink you have wiſ- 


dome and parievceandgodlinſs enongh "bur {t{f1 
labour; ill hinger after mote; Hereinexerce avu- 
Titiam tuam (as St. Auſtine ſpeaketh) if thou haſt 
any covetoulneſle in thee, exerciſe it this way; ſet it 
aworke about theſe things, for here a ſufficit'is dead» 
ty (asthefame Father hath ir). See now our: croſle- 
neſſe and perverſeneſſe ro:God; where we Thould be 
covetous.there we aretoo well contented;if ive have 
—_ fo little grace, never ſo little owns, = 
IgiOn, &c. wee are ready to fay with Eſa; 
Js. h'ro ſerve hav cas Arden = tieither 
covet 'nor defireany more, like that-Menok'in'StiBer- 
nerd, that ſer down this for his reſolution, zee pejor 
feri wolo nee melicr effe cupio,] wil be noworſe neither 
do'Idefire to bee better; and ſo they ſtand ara ſtay 
like dwarfes;and never ſeek to encreaſe theirtalent. 
Juſt of Gall:oes temper, 4#.18. 1 7.N3bi zorum Gal- 
Lionicure,Gallio cared for none of thoſe things; nordo 
we care forany of theſe things ; where we fhould be 
carefull, wee are carelefſle ;,and too well conten 
wherewe ſhould be covetous.: Thus wee croſfe Gi 
on the one ſide; by being content where wee fhould 
* becovetous. } (6 
. See now how we croſſe him on the other ſide, by 
being covetous where we ſhould be contented; As 
firſt matter of finne ': A: man that hath been 
en4/#@;, 2 lover of pleaſure, more than'a lover'of 
God,and bath followedthe luſts, devices anddefires 
of his own heart'2 long time together 3:God would 
have ſuch a oneto leave while he is well, to repent 
hinſelfe, and content I whatis = 
. | an 
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amr -y ma menarcinthis 
_ kind they\canſer Ares ites,no- 
ſigr por tmedfaretodheir:finnes; they canntoetrell 
whentheyhave:finncdene Votre ens 


havedruak © they.have 
'zburas the-.. \poſtle ſaith, Epheſ. 4-H. 
Theycommn uncleanneceumwithgr ; 
(as inall wort) :with-coverouſnoſie : nogri- 
Ping we 11S 
neyothana wicked man: 5 preedy andicoverous of 
ſinne, that he can never ſce when he hath enoughof * 
it; butRtill:gocson toadd finneunmtofinne;drunken- 
nel: o:thirlty 2andas w covetous:mantreafures up! 
goal Dae ck rofni h how wry 
AaRom: 'J. Craſtis 
unmperimumbactie delinguunt (-as\Greg. Niſſen Gia 
ofthe omg wa; 6 rs TI Hg m—_ to- 


Thewiye be eotent; tr 
Bd, #sif our Saviouts faying wetenotfo, Mats; 
ben or the day's theo ru: + Alasbe- 
—_ ay that a maniſpends,or that day that 
a tan ſpe rave beſt, he commit: ils, and fins po. 
ro-reperit- Of: tharday.; (Ue ets him)! hee ſhall! 
need no'more to trouble: him : andhrappy toy 
if hee-can makeeven with God Fo Hee ſhaſf 
not needto =- ſo covetous;ſo greedy of ſintie, hee 
ſhall one dzy have enough of it; Laptenche bee 
aware? be ſhall one' day find wh: iskor'a THatr'ts 
fie #1 ſwo arer#0,when: = comevtorue forfiicdins: 
in Dei at2yno; He that would fiune'everls ſt tif 
he mighr Hveeverlaſtingly,>it is juſt'with God that 
he ſhould fiffereverlaſtinglys/Thus'willGod'erelle 
ſinfullmerras bad avever o he eroding atdrone 
theri-to ber" coverous where they: houle bees hz 
tented. by © 2 £ 01 bal 
Thus* likewiſe doe men deale with God for the 
thingsofthis life ; God is all:for conte 
andweeareall Orcovetouſheſſe. 1 God faith, 15 you 
hii/e bat food andrimments (though ye have: itch 
nothing lo) get be content with ir, x Trm.6 for whys 
it is more than wedeferve, more than we are wor y 
of; morethian'Godowevus ; if -heallow us but thar;, 
yea, if wee'have btrour daily bread "(2s our Saviour 
rermesir) if God: ſhonld' fo reſtrainus in'oue diet, 
andcut us ſhort in 'our proviſion,” as'to allowu$no 
more bur bare bread, we have reaſonto be conrent 
with it; for wee have that wee prayed for; if God af- 
ford.uF more, we are bound LR the more thanks 
fullconfidering (with Tacob) that we ave leſſe tha the 
feaſt of all Gods mereies: there is notthe leaſt of Gods 
C2 mercies 
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mercies but-it is:t00 \ 4: IRE And: 
yet/it is ſtrange to'ſee how ferthere be that thinke. 
ul of themſelves, and well of theireſtates;, I mean, 
that are well content with Gods. allowance » but 
_ ratherwith the.Prophers:wiſc,.2 Reg. 4+ 6..who de- 
fred one: veſſel! more whenallas fullbefore. Nay. 
forme are fo unreaſonable and unſatiable, that as = 
Prophet faith, zhey enlarge their defire as hell : ſome 
mans mind is like hellit ſelf, whichthough it fival- 
upa werldof foules,:y it.is never farisficd, bur 
1 .eaperh ſormore::\that-is the reaſon ſuchaone 
can neverbecontentedbecauſe though he may have. 
abs Syels money,he.can never have. a heart full 
for why? He hath a bell in. his heart, thar. 
ts ot -wicleaprany nor monies, #by bath. 
than filled thy thy beart?(Gith Peter to Anania whe he: 
Har pa the holy Ghoſt to.fave his money) 48. 5.3. 
_ There is the hell in the heart. ; that man whoſe heart 
weodlinſe mane han Tweets 
ine avea eart;yea,his 
heart ipa bell it lfe; the verybab F* toad as | 
ofdevils, andwoebee tothat ſinnetharhringsa hell 
intoa mans heart in-this world, and brings a mans. 
beart and foule intoibell in the world ro come. Thus. 
youſce what comes ofbeing covetous where God 
would have menta bee contented., Learn therefore 
from: henceforth to-ſer bounds tothy.ax appetite, to 
moderate your cares for the things of this life, and. 
to-frame your:defires to:Gods. appointment , and, 
that tar be content, 
' I. havenort yetdone with this poinr, for as I ſear- 
ebed rnorenarowly into.the original word, _ | 
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that-24:6- goes before 4s, that ſelfe on before 
ſufficient;zwhich put me in mindofanother confide-- 
ration,and that is this ; namely, That a man muſt bee 
himlſelfe ere he can be ſufficient : I mean, 2 mancan 
never attain to any truereall ſuſficiencie or content-. - 
ment ofmind:til firſt he be himſelf.Everyman is not 
himſelf ; notonly fools.and mad-men-and drunkards. 
are not themfelves (as we ſay), nottheirowne-men, 
but everyunconverted,unhumbled,unwakened ſinner:. 
As. it is ſaid of the Prodigall ſon, Z»ke 15.17. that. 
when hee:was converted, Then hee came to himſelfe ;. 
which implics that before that time, when he lived: 
in riot and exceſſe, and in that waſtfull way of wick-- 
edneſſe,when he was gladto feed upan thoſe ſilique: 
demonterum,;. theſe husks of Devils which:the Text: 
 ſpeaksofaall that while hewasnort bimfelf; be never: 
began tocome to him{clf, till hebegantocometo. 
his Fatber :\o-tofpeak properly,a man never comes: 
to himſelfe, till hee come home to Godby truere» 
pentancezhe is neverhis own man til he be the Lords. 
Three things there. bethat make a may. not himſelf, 
and conſequently make. him unſufficient &uncapa» 
ble of true contentment. 1.Nabals drunkennes.2..Ne-. 
buchadnezzars madneſle. 3.Satans villenage..,Fhat is 
the.reaſon that the Scripture compares unregenerate. 
men to drunkards &mad-men and {laves,who of all: 
others-aretruly ſaid to bee not themſelves. Sg, Faul 
faith, 2-71m..2.25. that a Miniſter that hath to doa - 
with refraQtory ſinners,muſt waijr,ifat anytime God 
will give, them repentance, iz «viqwe,, that they may: 
awake Out of their drunken fleep,and become Tober ; 
(Othe word ſignifies :) implying, that ax Jong 45. 
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we muzzte our ſelves in our ignorante, -and-goe ton 
ſechrely inour finnes,nor grieving'for them;nor ſtri-' 
ving againſt them,not making conſcience toreform: 
themgallthat while'we are like drunken fots,voidof 
- underſtanding,wearenotour.ſelves. And as there is a 
wetrdrunkennefſe;too common'in theſe daies, : God: 
forgive the world thar finne ; ſo there is iss eve a 
kind'of dry. drunkennefle(asthe Prophet ſaith inan- 
other ſenſe;Eſay 51.21. Thou art drunk, but not with 
exe) 'Bvery1n that'a man isbewitched unto, doth. 
for the'timeſo'infatuate and beſor him, that he is 
not-himſelfe,hath'not power over himſelfto refrain 
orrepent of it, till God awake a man out of this 
 ſamedrunkenſleep, and give him wiſdome to ſee in- 
tO his finzand graceto forfake them z'Then,and not 
rill then doth hee come to himſelfe. Now as ſome 
are not themſelves through drunkennefle, ſo'orhers 
are not themſelves through madnefle. The beart of 
mar(fairh Salomon Eetleſ.9.3.) wfullof evill and mad 
eſe i511 Bicheart while be lives.Now mad 'menareof 
two ſorts.” '1Some are fleas furibus or ragin 
-mad:like thoſe Phariſees, Luk, s.1 r: thatwere fille 
with madneſſe at the fight of the miracles which 
Chriſt wrought, or* like thoſe that ſtoned Srepher. 
AF.7 54." They guaſped upon bim with their teeth, 
Srewgiorr; (18 the word) they ated and etound their 
teeth at him, as if they had been cutting witha ſaw, 
(for ſo the wordlignifies)they were ſo mad 8&divel- 
liſh, thar they could have found in their hearts to 
havefawedhim and rom him with theirteeth: Such 
mad men as theſe, let them be never fo little ſtirred, 
or provoked ,or ctoſt either by God or man,how _ 
terly 
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rexly doe they:curſe/and fwear, :andtrage and damne 
row whnc/ra pit of hell, thavirwould make a 
mans heartake; and'hisfouletremblerohearand/ fre 
it, - for feare /leſt God thould 'take'them at their 
words ; Curſed 'bee their anger;for it-s5fierte,and their 
rape, for it sscruell, Gt .,49.7, '2.'Others are 411075 
res, toolifſh-mad, 7 haveiſard.of laughter, thoawart mad- 
zeſſe(ſaith Sx/omon.)'Is it not amadthing)forxman 
to laugh-when'hee ſhould weep, to'ſing .and'fhout 
when'he ſhould fob and ſigh, tomake humſelfmerry 
with that which'makes Gotl.and his Angels-ſorry? 
Though we account thisicheerfulnefſegbe H.Ghoſt 
accounts it madnefle, Lachrymarum cauſus tripudian-. 
res peragunt , & videntes'mortts negotium exenuumrur 
(faith a Father). They that make a ſportiof -ſfinne, 
doe burdance «Galliard about the-brink-of helt; 
and rf that 'be not the madneſle.of folly, judge yee. 
Too many ſuch mad:men there are in'the world'of 
beth theſe forts and kinds; I pray God'of his mercy. 
convert them and bring them 4anto a better'mind, 
that they may ſce-and bewatle (their own miſerable 
eſtate x Far ſin before God, and ſo'may:come'to- 
themſelves; for yet they are not themſelves,andeon- 
ſequently-can never attain-to any true contentment... 
Addhereunto,thoſe that are the ſervants and flaves, 
thedrudges and vaflilsofiinand Sathan. Y ouknow 
a ſervant istotwe alterins, is not his own man, 1Snot 2 
mar/of Yimſelfe: Evenſo, and mote than fo hee 
my is the ſervantofſin.. My brethren (ſaith S.Tames): 

e not ers, Tam.z3.1. Every.man. naturally: 
Hatch hm res; KEE: maſters tl humſelfe;every- 
tempration;-every fitine, every luft is awicked _ 

maſter, 
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comes: anger andrhat. ihaſters him, then <vmeveo- 
theſe getthe maſtery of him, and keep himin ſabje- 
Riontharte:ls not himſelfe. 0. quemmaltes Dom:- 
zos babet,qui un«m.n0 habet-! Oh how many maſters 
and Lords harh thatman that hatl:nor thee O God, 
forhis Lord and maſter | the very divell himſelfe is 
his maſter, yea more than that, he is his god: there- 
fore he is called the of this world, 2 Cor 4.4. 
And: why the god of this word ? 'mee thinks char 


ſhould betoo Ingh, too happy,too honourable ati- 


tle fof ſo baſe a fiend :doubtleſſe the reaſon is this; 
becauſe 3s God at the beginning did but ſpeak the 
Word, andit wasdone,'Gez.1. {© ifthe devill doth 
but ſpeak'the word (as it were), but give the leaſt 
hiv aac finne thathe would have committed and 
wone, preſently they doe Gnrvir jnaminr, Jock opportu- 
nity to bring it to-paſſe : at ſuch a beck arewicked 
men to the mortall enemy of their ſoules., ...; .... 

Canany man ſay,ordothany man think that theſe 


men are lves, or that they canenjoy.tryecony 


rentment? Alas no; for theircaſe is juſtas the 7ſrae- = 


[tes was in Egypt, who when they had wrought bard 
inthe Brick-kilns all day,vere well whipt and beaten 


for their habours at night: or'as Serpſonamons the 
__ wo 


Philiftims, who after hee - had Jaboured and ground 
like a hork inthe mill all day, was pur iato the pri 
ſon-houſe at night; And whar\content could either 
oftheſe take in theirworke or in their wages?; Thus 
will Sarhan ſerve them. that ferve bimz afterthey 
bave wroughe hard in the works of dadkeſl the 
e 


or wotldlineſſe or filthy uncleanneſſe;all 
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whole day of their lives, when the night' of death 


comes(without great mercy on Gods part, & great 
repentance on their own part ) they ſhall be ſure to 
be caſt into the priſon of bell, and there whipt and 
tormeted everlaſtingly for their paines. And if there 
be any content in fuch a worke, or in ſuch wages, 
judge ye. By this,youperceive there is more belon 

to ſelf-ſufficiency, than perhaps you are aware of; 


there may be ſelf-love, ſelf-will, or ſelf-pleafing, or 


ſelf.conceir, where there is-no true drven nor feare 
of God: but therewill be no ſelf-ſufficiency, no ſo- 
lid contentment;till a man be delivered from Vabals 
drunkenneſſe, from Nebuchadnezzars madnefle, and 
from Sarans villinage, and ſo be truly converted, and 
and come to bimſclfe;for there muſtbe a converſion, 
before there can be any contentation; never leoke'to 
be contented, till firſt thou be converted, and come 
home to God, andto thy ſelfe; for 7% muſt be be- 
fore <px1s, ſelf before ſufficient. it _ 

Hence then I obſerve foure corol/arres or ſingular 
circumſtances touching the nature and quality of 
this ſelf-ſufficiencie; that it is. 

1. Res ſeria, a {ſerious thing; as Seneca ſaid of true 
joy, (mihi cred, res ſevera eſt verum gaudimm ) {Oo may 
I ay of true contentment, it is nota light and frothy, 
but 2 grave and weighty thing; he that would be true- 
ly contented, muſt fir downe and conſider ſeriouſly 
with himſelf, in what tearmes hee ſtands with God : 
for ſuch as a mans conſcience is to God-ward,fuch is 
his contentment to him ſelf-ward. There ts xo peace 
to the wicked, ſaith my God, Eſay 57.21. a wicked man 


can bave no” comfort nor content. VVhy> For . fs 
D the 


22 T he way to be Content, 
like'the troabled ſes, whoſe waters caſt up mire and dirt 
(faith the Prophetin the ſame place; ) and why like 
the troubled ſea, & not like the troubled ayre? for the 
fame wind ,, troubles both ; The reaſon is, be- 
cauſe when the ayre is troubled, if the wind do but 
ceaſe, it is preſently calmed; fo is the heart of a god- 
ly man; when his troubles are over, his heart is pre- 
Carlget reſt;but a wicked mans heart is like the ſea; 
which wben the'winds are layed, and there i5.no out- 
ward thing to troubleit, it Kill workes and foames, 
and troubles it ſelfe with irs owne motion;ſothough 
2 wicked man have nothing outwardly to trouble 
him, yet his owne unquiet heart troubles it ſelf, and 
will not-fuffer him to be at peace. Take this for a 
Maxime, that a wicked man can ficver be a contented 
map. Try thy ſelfe therefore whether thou be filzus 
pats a fonneof peace, or filims i74 achild of wrath; 
looke well into thy ſelfe 10 ſee. how the caſe ſtands 
betwixt thy ſoule and thy Gog: if upo ninquiry thou 
rdeſt that Godandthee are friends,then goe thy wa 
(as Solomon faith Ercl 9.7.) Eatethy bread with joy,g7 
drinke thy wine with a merry heart. for God now accept- 
eth thy workes : if otherwiſe thoube one that liveſt at 
variance with God, then cbange thy note and ſay 
Droop O-my ſaule, hang downe thy head and heart, be 11, 
bitterneſſe of ſpirit :- Inhare penttentie uſque ad finem 
Vita ( 4mb) repent aud mourne tothe very death, ne- 
ver ſuffer ane cheerefull thought in thy heart, one 
cheerful[” looke in thy face, one cheerefull word in 
thy mouth, till thou haſt reconciled thy ſelf to God, 
and made thy peace with beaven, never ſeeke to give 
thy ſelf caatem; till firſt thou haſt given thy God 
CON- 
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content, for all the finnes whetewith'thod haſt 81 

red and diſcontented him. Ler nb mantherefore be 
miſtaken' in the matter of contentment, to think 
that it is a wanton anda laſcivions thing; h&ethat 
truly Tearnes it, ſhall find that ir is Res ſeria, aycigh- 
ty and a ſerious thing. 

2, It is Res ſacra,” a holy thing, therefore the Au 
poſtle, 1Tim. 6.6. joynes Godlineſſe and contentment 
together; to ſhew that none can be a contented aan, 
but ar hottie | Is a godly man. 4 ſtranger (faith Salomon) 
doth not intermeddle with this joy, Prov. 1.4. to\he that 
i a ftranger to God, audaſtranger to gotineſſe, hath 
nothing to do with true contentedheſſe. Tyx which re- 
ſpe the Apoftle ſaith, that Gb giveth 'to:the godly 
ater ers dw0Aevorr aff things richly to joy,” og Tim. we 
It is one tbingto oſea thing, anethet to enjoy it; 
wicked m4 may uſe rhe creatures,&the ord nb for 
bleffings' of 'God; bur he cannor be faid®s! enjoy 
them; for that imports a ſivecrand ſattified afe'6f 
thetn, which18 the giftof God: only''to rhein that 
are godly: and it is cerrafhe, no man inthe world 
takes ſo much conitent in his meates-aridtrinkes>and 
fawfull TecreXibd9 25-4 odly' mar doth, Fore 
enjoyes God iffaWtheſs! Contratit Thx joy of the 
aital (faith Salomov'elſewhere) þ bi [have 'in Tt; 
(7) a. ſecret yuihinefle of finne that ſtringhes alltheir 
mirth,ſo that evgn in lavghtertheirhe rR—_ 

It follqwes Kar! that as that was'th& 

was of 'Chriftsmakitig/ fohn'z, when 
water into wine; fo that is the beſt content that is jp 
Gods making, when he turnes our cardia] joy into 
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eotblyec Let:no :man, therefore have a miſopinion 
of: contentment, as af it were a.ſenſuall or carnall 
things for. he that truely underſtands it, ſball find 
that 1t.is Resſacra,a.facredand holy thing. _ 

| GE hn je th a,precious Thing; not only as 
tis ſaid, 1Sam.3.1.That the word ofGod wasprecious 
in thoſe dayes; ' that is; rare,unuſuall, and ſeldome 
heard. of: for. ſo is contentment too; it is a rare 
thing to-finde a contented man but, it.is Rarum and 
Chara 29ns mak palyrecious for, the rarity and 
firangeneſle. of it, but for the worth and excellenc 

of it: as the bloud af Chriſt is called precious bloud 
for the worth and excellency of it, above all, ather 


- 


196,7. 


it be; nota\plate, of durance, tis apcrg e 
> lim: Jer a mans wife be never 
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hoary head with griete and ſorrow to the grave: Let 
a mans table be never ſo richly deckt, ( as David 
ſpeakes) if he have no content in it, it is but with. 
him, as it was with the 1ſraelites, when God gave 
them- Quailes 1to eate, but ſent leanneſſe withall 
into their foules. All your Cupboards of plate 
without contentment, are but( as Moab was ſaid tobe 
 Olla lotions) nobetter than waſhpots, or as the Pre- 

phet expreſleth it, They are veſſels wherern there 1s 2:9. 
pleaſure. Jn aword, there is no earthly bleſſing with- 
in dooreor without, that is. ofany price, or worth, 
or value tea man, except it have contentment joy- 
nedwith it.. Therefore judge ye, whether it be not. 
Res pretioſa, a rare and precious thing.. If thou ſepe- 
rate.the prectous from the wile, thou ſhalt be as my mouth 
( faith God, Jer. 15.19. ) There is a vile,a baſe con- 
tentment that conſiſts in ſenſuality and beaſtly luſts, 
when menlike Swine lye andwallow in the mire of - 
their owne, finnes; but ther's. another contentment, 
whenamanlikeEzoch can walke with his God, and 
enjoy the comfort ofa good conſcience to himſelfe; 
and this is that which Iterme pretious.. . 

- . 4+ Laſtly, tis;Res pererda, a thing tobe prayedfor. 
For this ſhall every one that us godly, make bis-prayer un- 
to thee, (ſaith David Pſal.32.6..) For: other things 
the prayers of the godly differ, and very exceeding 
much; ong | Prayes for-taith, another for. patience, 
another, for wiſdome,. &c.. according as every. one 
knowes the ſtate of his owne ſoule, - & the neceſlitics 
of his owne life: but this is fuch a nrx#59, ſach a u- 
niverſall goodthing that every one that 1s godly will 

Aeſyreto pray forapough they differ in other things; 
| 3 
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in this they all agree, all their prayers: jumpe and 
meet in this center; there is nota godly man upon 
earth, but he doth heartily deſire of God, that if God 
will not give him meanes to live richly,nor health to 
live ſoundly, yet that he wouldgive him grace to 
live contentedly. Super hoc, for this ſhall every One 
that is godly make his prayers unto thee. It is in- 
ded a grace that comes immediatly from God, 
asthe Apoſtle ___ in the nextverſe tomy texr; 
having (aid here, he had learned to be content; he uſeth 
another expreſſion there, apd faith ##, T am di- 
vinely taught, or I am taught of god to be content: it is 
not mans teaching then,bur Gods teaching, & his in- 
ward effecuall working that muſt learhte a man the 
art of contentation. Non le#io, ſed unrs (as S, 
Bernard ſpeakes);tis notall the reading inthe world 
that canbring a manto it,but tis that ſame Annoint- 
ing ( which the Scripture ſpeakes of, 1./ohn 2.27.) 
that muſt ſupple and ſoften a mans heart, and make 
him pliable to any condition. A man'tmuſt be 
Yeoſidex7%8, inwardly taught and wrought of God, 
before he can come to the true underſtanding and 
—_ of it to himſelfe. Ir is true, that all other 
bleſſings befides this, docome from God, bur nor 
ſo immediatly as this =_e doth: if a man want 
money, friends may ſupply bim; if he want counſel}, 
the Lawyers may helpe him; it heftand in needeof 
phy ſicke, there be thoſe that can dohimieaſe; bur if 
ewarta hartro live comfortably, and grace to live 
contentedly, it is God alone that'can farnifh bim 
therewith. - Hee, is the God Of all grace {as S. 
Peter cals bim, '1 Pet:5. );be hath the treafary; the 
, | monopoly 
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monopoly of it in his owne hands. Want you wiſ- 
dome ? want you faith ? want you contentment>&c.. 
to him you muſt repaire. It is hee that giveth his te-. 
loved ſleepe(as David ſpeaketh) . He that would ſicep 
quietly, and awake contentedly, muſt be a ſuitor ro 
God; Contentment will not comealone; tis Res pe- 
zenda, a thing tobe prayed for, and happy are we, that 
we may have it for praying. | 

And here I cannot but commend unto you the- 
prayer of Ag«r for this very thing, Prov.30.8, That 
holy man knev that if the world afforded any perfe&: 
contentment, it was in a middle eſtate, equally di- 
ſtant from penury aad from exceſle : he knew it was 
a hard matter fora man that is either very poore or 
very rich, .o livecontentedly :. therefore he deſired: 
of Godto give him neither poverty nor riches, but 
to feede himwith foode convenient for him. That 
Godwould grant him ſuch an indifferent,ſuch a mid- 
ling eſtate, that he mightneitherbe ſo poore as to 
be diſpiſed, norſo rich as to be envied, but only ſo- 
happy as tobe contented: this was the ſumime & ſub- 
ſtance of hisprayer. Give me leave, I beſcechyou,, 
to make a little digrefſion upon it; I hope it ſhall: 
be no tranſgreſſion, . neither to your patience, nor- 
to my purpoſe, becauſe it is {o agreeable and ſutable. 
to my text. . There you may ſce the two extreames . 
ofthis vertue; povertyon the one. ſide, andriches on 
the other, (like the two theeves in the Goſpell ) and 
contentment (like our Saviour Chriſt) ia the midſt: 
betweene them both. 

The firſt extreame, or enemie to contentment, .is- 
Poverty;though it pleaſe. God to lay poverty yon | 
OMe. 


4 WT 8 > "Ort ; #6. i Mw. Maas _— —_ 
Cs es lt Lata. eas eh 
v > > 4" mo E Ry. # * GTX > # 
; Ss o 
> 


2Z T he way tobe content. 

ſome men ( Iſappoſe)fortheir ſoules good; thatby 
being poore in purſe they may learne to be poore in 
fpirit, that: ſo being wretched one way, they may 
come to be bleſſed another way : for #leſſed are the 
poore in (pirit, Mat.5 . Yet you would not thinke how 
harda thing it is fora man that lives very poorely, 
ro live very contentedly. But I will give you my rea- 

ſons for it, and they are four. 
' 1. Propter inediam; for the famine and hunger that 
ore people endure in theſe times of dearth and 
carcity, which rich ones neither feele nor feare. As 
it was with Zoſeph, Gen.37.25.His brethren ſate down 
to eat anddrink, & be merry, while poore 7oſeph lay 
pining and ſtarving in the pit2 and to that the Pro- 
phet Amos alludes, blaming thoſe that lived at eaſe 
in $70, and were not ſorry for the affliQtions of 70- 
ſeph; ſuper contrituram Toſepht, ſome render it for the 
threſhing and flayling of 7oſeph, How many poore 
Toſephes are there in this kingdome, thatare faine to 
threfh and flayle; to worke and toyle from morne 
to night, and all they cando, all they canearne, will 
bardly buy bread fortheir poere wives and children! 
In all the Lamentations of Zeremy there is nothing 
more lamentable than this, Lam. 4.4. Paruult panem 
etunt, &c. The little children cried and dicd for 
nn and there was not one that could breake it to 
them. Bleſſed be the Lord, iris not ſoin this City; 
our plenty, your bounty, your mercy hath provided 
tter for poore children than ſo; & I doubt not, 
but the promiſe, the grace, the glory of God, will 
reward andcrowne you for it;but let me tell you (be- 
loved) in the country abroad, where no ſuch pro- 
viſions 
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viſions are, uu would blefſe your ſelves to heare 8: 
ſee & know, how hardly the poor do fare, how wretch- 
edly, how miſerably they live; having no more, bur 
as they ſay ofpriſoners pittances i 7pipu hin anoiriee 
xv, jt will nemther keepe themalive, nor ſuffer thene 
todye; ſ@ much as by the mercy of God will bold 
life and ſoule' together, andthat isall. And if it be 
an eaſie matter-tor ſuch to be contented, judge ye : 
When a mans wife ſhall cry, his children cry, his 
cattell ( ifhe be worth any ) ſhall cry and lowe and 
bleat for want of food, and a man hath it not to 
give them.z Oh my Brethren, this cuts, this wounds, 
this peirces to the very heart and {oulc. No mar- 
vell then that Agur prayed to God, he might not 
come to poverty,Propter #nediam,for the hunger that 
the poore do ſuffer. Ss 
2. Propter#njuriam, forthe injuries and wrongs 
that poore people ſuffer from rich oppreſlors, and 
are not able to right themſelves. The Prophet Ds- 
vid faith, Pſal.10.9. They raviſh the poore when they 
get them 1nto their nets, What are the Nets of rich 
men > but their bonds, theirdebts, their morgages; 
45 Saint Chryſoftlom ſaith, Yrei4aa7e Tpooty878 oid ings bo yued. 
Te, Youbring us into writings thatare ſtronger than 
any iron chains.Theſe be the nets of rich oppreſlors, 
ther writings and obligations: Now when they ger 
apoore man into theſe nets, how do they uſe them? 
David faith, they do not only rob them, but ra- 
viſh them: You know Raviſhing is adiſhoneſty joy- 
ned with violence and cruelty: fo the meaning is 
when they get poore man into their debts and dan- 
gers, that he is hampred and intanglcd in their nets, 
: ' E they 
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dicyuſe kim dfonetly, and they ufc him crue] 
too; there avi "to'be Joys 
their bands. Elfewhere Dovid rernes then <ovcvrSas 
$86, tones Ben nm/019) hw oe mee 
mdecde, Pſa 4.24. They ec up wypeaple, as they eat 
dread : they do not onlynip he &bire rhembptheir 
whory(asyou know oſury in Engliſh, is diring in He- 
brew, fo-rhe word mefbeck Gipnifiech );; 1 ſay cheydo 
not qnly bire themby cheir ufury, bue they devoure 
and eat rhem up by their extortion: They eat np my 
paoieas bread, (1.)theymake nomore conſcience to 
yadoe2-POOTe nan; thaw they inthe coaſcience to 
eatzmedlcs meate when they are trngry- Baleeve it, 
theſemenareno better thati mureherersin Gods ac- 
caunt;fora poore mans fabſance is termed his life in 
Scripture:in theGoſpell it is ſaid, #4avtor2. ak. thar 
the: poore widdow caft into! the treafure ®u» 2» Aby, 
Rerxbele life,(3.)her whole ſubſtance; SOLwe8.43 . 
ice fridof the womenthat had an iffaeofbloud 12, 
yearesthatthe ſpent #=-7%> &v, Her whole life, mean- 
16g her ares meeps $I 
that rake away 4 pOOre-mMans ce, do ini cfiet; 
& in Gods account take away this very life, and- ſo. 
2ze Mmurtherers . Fora peore mat? in ©ys houſe ts: like 
a, ſnaile in his ſhell; cruſtthat,and you Fill him. In 2 
noher. place it is fad, They griadthe faces of the poore: 
that is, the yuſe themas.cruelliy8& uamercifully, as 
if they ſhould take 2 poore mans face and grind it 
en a grindfione.. Now if this be not an enemy to 2 
N@Ore Mans CORtent, jacge ye : therefore ? ropter om- 
j«x14m, forthe wrongs that poore people ſuffer, and 
cannetiight themfiees; Lore (hich 4gwr ) let men 
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- 3+  Praptes infanmuam, for the reproach, the ſcore 
-and .contempt [that is-incaident toaman Of pooreces 
Nate; let.a poore man be never fo honeſt, mever(o 
mode, never ſovertuaus; yottheworld negardsnei- 
ther hjs xertwes nor bim, burdoth "487", Jaokr' o- 
verhim,or difdainfullywpon himas the Pheriſee didi 
upon the Pablzcar, Lute 18,yhen in contempt hee 
called him.J/ke Pablirera, this Publican, this baſe 
inferiourfſellow, whowas a better man'to:Godaward 
thanhmaſelf Saint Lowes knew fe ofrbeworld 
& obſerved it, Chap.2.2. that if there comeone an» 
to your houſes #145235: auym;y with a gold ring, and 
. gorgeous. apparel, ſuch a-one is accepredand enter- 
tainedwithall xeſpeA;but let there come ina poore - 
man -99iraureean vile raiment, Or in a ha- 
bir, he is deipaſed, andbid ſand behind the doore. 
Looke inm Luke 15. > Ge ſeea true image 
ofthe rich churles of times : when 'the poore 
Prodigals wings were clipt, his meanes was waſted 
that he was glad toſſecke reliefe in his fathers houſes 
fhovgh his good father kindly embraced and enter- 
tained bim: (as Grd doth ellzepenting finners) yet 
his dlder brother wouldnotown him, buticalledthima * 
indiidaive, thisthy fonne; not this my-brother, but 
this thy ſonne, ast he .had-beene morhingofkinme 

tO (9k, Maas he wasgrowneunto poverty,b driven 
by neoeffity tomake bold withbs:friends: 'bad he 
come--home.nchly attired, or /bravdly attended, or 
{ufficiently manied;then (no doubt)hee fhould have 
beene hisbrother, as welcome to'kim as to his'father; _ 
but becauſe he was begperly, A ——_ heweas 

| 2 but 
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but 37& 595 this thy ſonne, O nimis inimice amicitia 
(faith a father) ! Ohthe too friendleſle friendſhip of 
this world, that want of means ſhould cauſe want of 
love; that a man ſhould be valued, not according to 
that which he hath; but according to that which he 
hath not ! I beſeech you take it into your conſidera- 
tion, whether it benot a hard matter for a manto be 
well contented, that ſhall ſee himſelfe deſpiſed, and 
undervalued: and then judge whether a man hath not 
reaſon to pray as Agwr did, Lord let me notrome to 
poverty,fropter infamiam,for the contemptand ſcorne 

that poore men-are ſubjeR to. | 
4. Laſtly, propter imbecillitatem; for the frailty and 
weakneſſe of our corrupted. nature, which is ſuch 
that if our means begin to faile us, our faith in God 
is ready to faint faile us too. Though God 
would have us live by faith, Heb.10.38. Yetalas we 
count that but a poore kind of living; and as long as 
we cancither live by our means,or live by our friends, 
or live by our wits, or live by our ſhifts, as long as 
we can live any way, we will hardly be brought tolive 
that way; tolwveby our faith in Jeſus Chriſt. Ic fares 
with us for the moſt part as it did with Hagar, Gew. 
21.15.25 longas her bread and her bottle heldout, 
ſo long ſhe was reaſonably well content; we theare 
no complaint, no moane that ſhe made, but as ſoone 
asever theſe were waſted, and ſpent, and done; pre- 
ſently ſhe fallsa crying out, ſhe was undone, ſhe and 
her child muſt die, there was nomore hope. Thus it 
| faxes with us: as long asour meansand monies hold, 
_ wecanbe indifferently well content, God Almighty 
{cldom hexes of us; but if theſe be exhauſted and 
Kone, 
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gone, weare preſently our of heart, we thinke there 
15 no way bur one with us : we and our children muft 
periſh,there is no other hope: unleſſe God open our 
cyes, as he did the eyes of Hagar, to ſee the fountain 
of his. goodnefle that is ever at handto ſupply the 
poores: neceffities; and'/then we are quieted. Belo- 
ved, it is an eafte matter for a man to pray for his 
daily bread,when he hath it in. his cupbord; butwhen * 
our own proviſions faile us, then to rely and reſt 
-upon the proviſions of God, that \is the triall ofa 
ary _—_ | Itis aneafie matter to ſwim bo 
warme' bath, every weakling, every impotent 
can do that; but honkia wr up bis bad in adan- 
- gerous ſea; whenevery wave is ready to abſorpe and 
ſwallow him up; that is the triall of a mans 
and life: ſoit is an'caſie matter:to be content 1n'a 
plentifull eſtate, where there is no want, -no lack-of 
any thing; but. fora man to be. caſt as it were into a 
ſea of troubles, where ſo: many wants-like'ſo-many 
waves, comedaily.beatingand breaking inuponhim; 
then to hold up bis head with content & confidence 
in God, there is the touchſtone of an ungiſlembled 
faith indeed.. You that.neveryet felrany want, little - 
do you know. what plunges-poore-men are driven to. 
in the time. of.need; therefore ſince God in.mercy 
doth not make you to know.their miſeries-by expe- 
rience,. I would have you to know.it by: fellow-feel- 
ing; that you. may learne of Agr todefire of God 
not tobring youto poverty, propter.imbeciliitatem, for 
the weakneſle of humane nature, that can/hardlyhold. 
Out in the want of carthly means. . 
Thus you have heard the inconycniences-of po- 
| E 3 verty, 
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mFottywhich ns onextiramepf this vertneHeare nov 
.ritrfew wards the inconvenienre of Ba which is 
theotherextreamezboth enemies toa mans content- 
-ment. gyro tint tn ae 1 By &zrhes 
(dauthriefle) Ager BIERNS ſach Riches aSour Saviour 
 Cals udjupayn ad wxiac, phe mummon of : 
IL ubor6.,9. Riches-ill gatr&by anjuft Scum teOus 
.means< forotherwiſe Salomos tels us, /Prov.ro.22, 
Totebe veg ug of tht; Lond mateth rich, ene 
-28 farrow -#i# .1t 51 W grow 
rich;;and notby RS ary y Ser 
4Godihathaccurfed;the Lord doth et 0mm 
of forow $:care 6 vexation-with' it; that they 
| were.as good or. batter /be:wirkout- it. Suck riches 
they,were that +H#Hrahem tejatedaur & King of So- 
-doms :hand, Gtn-1nq2:zuwhen bia 
-& ſpoutles ed avi taviched him and all his 
houfhould; no (faith dbrabam)['willnat take ſormnuch 
146: pact mow! fhoo-larabet, tbetianſe tt Jball never be 
Said, the King of Sodaniechatiranade me 1:cb -men ſhall 

neveriday,:that z4maham was maile rich not by 'Gods 
: blefting;outby the King of .Sondowes means: God (hall 
make Ga ar Iamedtent ftillrobepoore. 
Ic is reported ab Neweſem jhiuet Tea teyery en h6- 


neſtmnan) that he fhould well 10t veu- 
ture bodre 7 1 95 Door #07 be that will no: 


_ veniwrehinſoulegberech. let thomthat millee-noreckon 
:ingoftheirfoutes, wenurethoi artheiriperi!l;-bur 
pr ny that defire 1908s et 'here- 
after, maketheir as How tid, 
ſuch 0p” of riches, goud don deli ger oy And deem 


-oglans maybe given fork it 
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I (#668 68% axt, becaule ab kindtafrichesloud 
& clog the ſoule, Heb. 26. Woe beta hinsthat aricreaſ. 
eh thay whichis pot bing. & $a garages. | 
nith thigh clay etrnne, Areer 
God gives'the wealsl Wiper raerheng ns 
lutumghiick clay; becauſe it bemires & chogsnsroo4 
He that igcreafſeth that which is not his, but hookes 
it. out of Other:men by-evill means, be nuftneeds be: 
bemized, muſb,needshave 2:foule- conforence})anun-i 
cleane heart to Gadward: and he thar.laderh hin 
ſelfe yith. thick clay, nauſt. needs: be: clogd (in his: 
ye Wi ang! wr, or ASP | 
if ever heEcOmethene wishi facies lad ing =\ And maric 
bow-the. Prophet 'addes, Hiſque puoR::H dvitong? and 
there mgkes a ſtop: to: ſhew-the indefatigableneſſe* 
of cqvetous,meyz-thoughthey haveicooughto-loac 

ms they.can{ncver! baye;coough'td.rmethem ; 
chenghide) load hae boule, his bags;ttiamita, izme: 
mory,and his conſcience, yet is he h 
all his lading, bur ſtill defires to take in: more! AS 
dept hg dang pu rue 
yet baye campa es 
hold ten times mbre;z ſoa covetous man, though be. 
hath enough to finke.hims he never hack: effongh toc. 
fatisfie him. Asa dog may have bis ftomeck crainme&: 
uſque ad wamttum, rilbbecadtir ham Sy. irene ann and yet His: 
obs vomit; unſatisfied; for: 
vomite againe: ſoa: Peony er err 
he eramme; his cheſts. with gold; bus: garners with 
corre, his destes with bilsand bondss yet his luſt is. 
never ſatiafied,h is mind is never wearied;which naukes . 


the Low; evento: wonder at it, and ——_—_ | 
vw 
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How-leng' > There is no end of a covetous mans de- 

fires; henever leaves cloggirig and lading himſelfe, 
ril be and his load periſhropether:Take heed there- 
fore of ill gotten riches, 'Q#i4oncraxt, becatiſe they 
loadtheſoule, and hinder it in its paſligero heaven, 
&1n thar ſenceare an enemie to' mans contentment. 


2'. 9414 corrumpunt, becauſe ill gotten riches cor- 
ta mans conſcience, and make him'worſe than o- 


therwiſe he wouldos could be. 17:mi6.9. They that 
will be rich, fall into temptations ſnares and lufts 
which drowne men in perdition and deftrutiion. Marke 
that be doth nor fay, they thatare rich, (fora man 
may be.divinitu drues divinely rich, 'of richto God; 
kmeanexich'and podly too; as Afofes is faidtobe 
dFvinittiryenaſtue, divinely faire;or faire to God, AF. 
7.20.c10'theotiginall hath ir.) Neither is it ſaid, 
T bey that would'be! rich, if -God' ſo pleaſed to blefſe 
themby juſrand boneſt wayes.. Bur they (faith the 
Apoſtle) CEE = erg E 4 for their 
refolution, rich-they will de, by right or! mags 
they are thoſe that corrupt themſelves, andrunne the 
hazzardoftheir foules. It is the conceitof Tertul:- 
ar, that even Twdas carried himfſelfe honeſtly and 
rightly Yſque' ad loculorum officium, till ke'came to 


carry the bagge, that ſame 99«cinapn, ( as-the Evan- 
gelifts 15): the parſe or tongae, as it fignifieth ; 


For {das thought;;as all covetous mendo, that the 
purſe-is the beſt rongue a:man can' uſe to ſpeak for 
himſelfe upan occaſion; when once he came to that 
tobea maſter of money,he grew into ſuch a:deviliſh 
bumour of coveroufnefſe; that-rather than he would 
be out of rakings, he would ſell his vety Saviour: and 

a 
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a fair match he made, for (as 4»ft:»faith) Tudas fold 
bis ſalvation, and the Scribes and Phariſes bought their 
damnation,and all fora little money. No marvell the 
Apoſlle cals the love of money, the root of all evill; "tis 
not 24144, the matter of money,but ewegupic,the love 
of money, that-is theroot of all evill. And why the 
Ex”; I - >. for oe: cauſes. Firſt, whey ws a root 
is.0f a ſpreading, of a groweng, nature, ſpecially if 
plantedin a Fruiehl ſoyle. Suc h_isthe corrupt heart 
of man, if Satan can but once faſten that wicked root 
of coyetouſheſſe in a mans heart, and water it as he 
will with ſuggeſtions, 'tis wonderfull how it will 
ſpread-and grow and encreaſe continually rhore and 
more. Or ſecondly, ſome ſay it is called the Root, 
becauſe it is with a manas with a tree in winter,there 
5 fp andlifeinthe root,when there is little or none 
. tO be ſeen in thebranches. So in old and froſty age, 
when other vices andluſts decay, then covetouſneſle 
bolds;life in the root, and a' man will be covetous 
when he hath 'not ſtrength to be otherwiſe vitious, 
But why is it called the Root of all evil/2for tis not the 
woot ofprodigality, ryot,&c. 1 take it, the'meanin 
is, of allgainfullevils;_if ſo be that ryot andprod1- 
gality wereas gainfull evils as baſeneſſe andmilerable 
neſſe a covetous:man would be as inclineable to the 
one as tothe other.Labour then to: pull up this fame 
pitar Tic einples thes Root of bitterneſſ e,anddefire God to 
plant the ſweet and comfortable grace of true con- 
rentedneſſe in your - hearts, that' you may beeſo 
farre from- being. carried away' with the love'of 
-MOtiey , that you may account it (as the 'Apoſtle 
| F ſpeaks 
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ſpeaks) but -c«2z, but drofſe, bur dung, but ofall, butt 
flth and garbage, in reſpe&of Chriſt anda good 
conſcience. |; 1 | 
3 guia cruciant , becauſe they vexe and grieve, and 
paine the ſoule. Our Saviour Chriſt compares them 
to thorns, and thorns you know are paintull things; 
infull in the piercing,but mare painfull in the-pul- 
Ling out :{o are _—_ riches, painfull in the Fet- 
ting, but moſt painfull in the going out ; when theſe 
thorns come to be pluckt out by the hand of death; 
that a man and his riches muſt/part, then is the ain, 
then is.the woe : for now mens hearts are hardned, 
their-confciences ſcared , they have (as the Apoſtle 
faith #ye2 xapHac,a kind Of hornyhoofe growneover 
their ſoules, like the brawny bardneſſe thargrowes 
upon a labourers hands,or travellers feet,thar makes 
them inſenſible of any paine : Oh but when death - 
comes to pare off this cruſtineſſe, and leaves nothi 
to ſtand betwixt a mans ſoule and his ſins, then is che 
- anguith of ill-gotten goods ; when he is ſearchedto 
the quick, and his life lies-a bleeding, then let him. 
ſay, whether ungodly riches be not painfull things. 
Zophar gives them a worſe Epithet than thorns, and 
likens coin topoyſons, Tb 20.12. Sugred poyſons 
downe pleaſantly; Oh but whentheyare downe, - 
they gall and'gnaw, and gripe the very v dy my. 
aſunder, ifthere be not extraordinarpremedy : So do 
ill-gotren goods go downe like ſugred poyſons,and 
{o Neaſe the palats of covetous men, thar they can- 
not forbeare them; norwill they : Oh but there will 


come a time ofwringing,andrutng for all this. They 
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ſay, the 7talrans will give a man apoyſon that ſhafl 
not kill himrill a long time after: ſuch. poyſons are 
ill-gotten riches. Would you know | the reaſon 
why they doe not trouble mens conſciences now? 
tis becauſe . the poyſon doth npt-yet worke ; when 
God in judgement ſets this poyſona working, which 
they hemithves have taken long agoe, then ( as the 
Prophet Eſay faith Chap. 3-9. )#o0e be unto your ſouls, 

for they have rewarded evill to themſelves. If a man 
ſhohld have a Diamond curiouſly cut into ſharpe 
angles in bis body, or in his bladder,no man-would 
 accounthim a rich man, but a miſerable and a dead 
man: even ſuch is the ſtate of him rhat hath ſival- 
lowed downe the guilr of ill-gotten gaine, it will 
one day torment him more than ever it enriched 
him; ſo.thatthe pleaſure of the one ſhall nevercoun- 
tervaile the paine of the other. Take heed there- 
fore and bewareof ill-gotten riches, 9uia cruczant, 
though they ſmart not now, they will oneeflay rend 
the foule, þ 
4 Qua pereunt, becauſe ill-gotten riches never 
proſper with a man, but periſh and come toa naugh- 
tie end,and that partly through the owners -wicked- 
neſſe, asthe Prophet ſpeaks of ſome that carne wages 
+ and put it inpertuſum ſaccalum, into a broken bag, or ' 
intoa bag full of holes and chinkes , every luſtgeve- 
ry finne that a wicked man is given to, makes (as it 
were) a Chinke or a hole in his eſtate, whereat his 
wealth runs our, if it be not ſtopt by true repentance : 
and partly through the juſt judgement of God, that 
like as we ſee, MHarke 1 1. 20. as ſoone as Chriſt had 
curſed the fig-trec, it preſently withered and dried 
TP 2 
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uÞ i« 125) fromtheroots, torthew that it was nGt the 
rootalone,but the bleſſing of Chriſtthat did ſupport 
the fig-trec : itis hor all a tnans care, nor all his en- 
deavour that cankeep his wealth fromwithering & 
periſhing, if God fram heaven give a curſeunto it, 
2s he doth to all ill-gotten goods. oe be 10 him that 
coveteth an evil oaſis to his houſe, Hah. 2.9; 
there hangs a judgement over that mans houſe, like. 
raine inthe clouds, which ſooner or laterwill come 
daſhing downe upon it and overwhelme it. Fire ſha 
conſumes the Tabernacles of bribery, T0b 15.34. a man 
that-builds his tabernacle, and raiſcth- his eſtate by 
bribery, and ſuch unlawfwll meanes, the Lord doth 
beare ſuch hatred tothat mans houſe; that,if Atone- 
ment be not made, he will even fire itandburne it to 
theground. What a world of ſudden & lamentable 
fires are there every day in ſome placeor other?who 
can tell but that God doth fire ſuch houſes for the 
bribery agd iniquity of the owners and founders ? 
You know that fire may be given toa train of Gun- 
powder, a great way off fromthe place to whichthe 
blow is intended; ſo may judgement be breeding a 
long time ere it breake out, it may hover a long. 
timeere it light : thereforeas you tender your owne 
ſafety,take heed of getting riches dy ill courſes,qu1 * 
perewst becauſe they periſh and come toa iti 
end. And wilt thou periſh (fairh 4«t:e) for thar 
which periſherh >. God forbid. 

5 Laſtly,quis damnant , becauſe without Gods 
infinite mercie they damne a mians ſoule eternally, 
The Apoftle Paul is direCt, Rom. 3.8. They which doe 
evill that good may come of it, their damnation is juſt. 

Now 
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Now wherefore doe men filch and-ſteale, cozen and 
deceive,defraud and over-reach and doallmannerof 
evill? isit aotthat good may come of it, thatthey 
may get goods|by it: If it be ſo, then make the infe- * 
rence your ſelves, whether ſuch mens damnation be 
not juſt. But Idarenot dwellupon this uncomfor-- 
table point, I know it is beſide my text, let mee'in- 
treat-you ina word, and ſo I have done with it: that 
ſeeing riches ill gotten are ſodangeroustothe ſoule; 
and ſo greatanenemie to a mans contentment that 
you would remember Agrrs. prayer, and defire no 
more of God but that which is. food and «meanes 
convenient for you; and that is only ſo much as you: 
may get juſtly, uſe ſoberly , enjoy thankfully, diſtri- 
bute cheerefully, and live contentedly. 

You have heardthe two extreames of this-vertue 
(Poverty and Riches) ; now the meane'is that where 
truecontentmentreſts,rhat is, when God firsa man 
with ſuchan eſtate a is moſt meet, and moſt conve- 
nient for him ( feed mee with food conventent for mee, 
ſaith: Agur,) when a mans heart and his eſtate doe 
coxvenire, meet and agree, andcomply in-one;ther's 
the contentment that my text ſpeaks of : when God 
faſhioneth a mans heart to his meanes, as David 
ſpeakes,. Pſal. 33.13,14,15. The Lord looketh downa 

rom his habitation, upon the men' of the earth, and'he 
faſbioneth their hearts everyone of them, as a ſute 'of 
cloathes is fitted to a mans body, ſo doth God fa- _ 
fhion a good mans heart to his eſtate, and makes it 
ſutable,fit and convenient: for him,and this is it that 
gives him content : for when there is an unſutcable- 
neſlc,a diſproportipn,a diſagreement,betwixt a mans 
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minde and his meanes, he can' have no content, neo 
comfort in ir; as we ſee by Abah., and by Hamar, 
and divers others, who wanted for no.meanes, yet 
* becauſe their bearts did not Convenrre did-not com: 
ply and agree with their eſtates, ſee bow diſconten- 
tedly they lived and dyed. If then thy eftate be not 
according to thy minde, deſire of God (as Agur 
did) to faſhion and fit thy minde and heart ro thy 
eſtate, that they may conventre, concordand comply 
one wirh the other ; then ſhalt rhou have content in 
it, be it more or lefle. You muſt know, it were as 
calie to God, to givea man -plenty as poverty , 
health as Geknefle, peace as trouble; all were one to 
him to givea man great meanes as little ; but onely 
that he ſees the one more convenient for ſome 
men than the other, and accordingly diſpenſeth his 
favours. He is «eg/oſrw'rn; the knower and ſearcher of 
the heart, and ſees that ſome man if he had more, 
it would make him proud, if he had leſſe.it would 
make: himrepine ; he ſees that every man hath not 
wiſedome, nor bumility , nor heavenly mindedneſſe 
enough to conco@ a more plentifull. eſtate , and 
therefore he fits every one with ſuch an eſtate as is 
moſt ſurable, moſt convenient for him. Doe not 
therefore thinke hardely-of God becauſe he ftrai- 
tens thee and cuts thee ſhort in many things which 
thou defireſt, but kuow that God knowes thee better 
than thy ſelfe ; Remember what title S. Pad gives 
to God. 1 Tim. 1.17. To God onely wiſe be glory aud 
&mmortality . If we did but conſider that God is ,,@- 
00G 0nely wiſe, it would be a great ſtay to our minds, 
and a great helpe to our contentment; But here's 
the 
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the miſchiefe, wetbinke ourſelves wiſe too, nay.I 
may fay it , we thinke our ſelves as wiſe or wiſerthi. 
God; we are of A/phonſus his minde, who feared not 
to ſay, Si1nprencipio munali ipſe Deo adfuiſſet ,multa 
melius ornatiu{que condenda furſſent , it he had beene 
with God in the beginning, things ſhould have been | 
contrived in an Other manner than now they are : 
ſo doe we blaſphemouſly thinke, that if God would 
but take our counſell, and be ruled by us, things 
ſhould be carried in another manner than now they 
are; that fome ſhould not have ſo much, others 
ſo litle, ſome all, others-nevera whit : thus .wee 
wretchedly and'blaſphemouſly thinke our ſelves as . 
wiſe, orwiſer tltan God, and thats the reaſon wee 
are not content with his dealing ; whereas if we did 
conſider that God were onely wiſe, and none were 
wiſe but he, this would make us reſigne our ſelves. 
to him, ſubmit our willsto his, and ſay as Ely did, 
It is the Lord, let him doe whatſoever [eemeth good unto 
him , for whatſoever ſeemeth good to him, cannot 
but be good, howſoever it: ſeemes to us. Doe but 
thus thinke, thus beleeve,. thus conceive of God, 
and that's the way to be content. 

I have done with the firſt generall part of my 
Text ,which was diſceplizs pacrs, the diſcipline of. 
peace , and therein you may learne what a happineſſe 
it is to be Content, (oras the word {ignifieth)to be 
ſelfe-tufficient. Lcomenow to the- ſecond, and that 
is pax diſctpline the. peace of this diſcipline ,or the 

rofit of this learning ; and therein you fhall ſee, 
bo I for my part, You for yourparts, and .every 
one forhis oivne part, maydoe.to attaineunto this 

+ OP happineſſe, , 
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| bappinefle, and learne for ourowne particulars-to 
be contented with our owne eftates. My Text you 
ſec, is generall and comprehenſive, and doth extend 


and enharge it ſelfe, not toany one eſtate or condi- | - 


tion of life, butto all conditions ,and to all eſtates - 
whatſoever : For if contentment conſiſted orreſted 
- onely in nobility and greatneſſe, what ſhould be- 
come ofthe meager multitude, bow ſhould they be 
Content? if it conſiſted in caſe and pleaſure, how 
ſhould they be content that worke and-labour; if in 
coſtly apparell and dainty fare,what a caſe were they 
in that goe poorely and fare hardly; Ina word, af 
. contentment were limited and confined to any one 
condition; if it-were included'and ſhut up-in an 
one eſtate, what ſhould become of all the reſt > But 
the comfort is, that Godin mercy hath ſo divided, 
and diſperſed and diffuſed this grace into all eſtates 
of men, that in whatſoeverſtate zman isin, through 
Gods bleſſing and his owne endeavour, he may Dd 
contented with ; the poore man as content as the 
rich man, the husbandman as the Gentleman, and 
the Subje# as content asthe King. / have learned 
(faith S. Paul, like a :etragoniſmus ora Diethat fals 
ſquare which way ſoeveric lights) 1» whatſoever ſtate 
1 am, therewith: to be Content, | 
Thus farre in generall ; 1 come now to particulars. 
As God charged his Prophet; Ezet;14:4.toanſiver 
them according to their Idets; goe ns further than. 
their owne caſe, and ſpeake home to that; ſogive 
me leaveto lay before you certaine particular caſes 
of diſcontent; which are'or may be your owne caſes 
in particular, and when I have anſwered you accord- 
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ing to them, when I have ſatisfied-and fhewed you 
how they may be borne with a contented minde, 
240 1 have done. The caſes are ſixe. 

x . Moſes caſe, to be croſt in enes:wife,as he was 
by Z:pporab. 2 .Elzes caſe, to be croſt in ones chil- 
dren,as he was by Hophni and Phinebas, 3. Joſephs 
caſe, to be croſt 1n ones reputation, as he was by 
his miſtreſſe. 4, ephiboſheths caſe, to be croſt in 
ones friends and meanes, as he was by Z:44. 5: The 
Cripples caſe,706.5. to be croſt in ones preferment 
and hopes, as hewas, for he lay at the pooleof Be- 
theſda 38. yeares, yet ſtill one or other croſt him, 
and ſtept in before him. 6. Hezech:as caſe, tobe 
croſt in ones departure out of this world, to be cal- 
led todye( as he was) at ſucha time when a man' 
defires moſt to live. Theſe fix, in my opinion, are”. 
the principall caſes, and the chiefeſt cauſes that 
are (as Argfotle ſpeakes): mrirue avansthe makersahd 
breeders, the provokersand procurers of griefe, dif- 
pleaſure ,anddiſcontent, I will but firike theſe ſe- 
verall flints with a touch and away , and I hope-in 
God that each of them will afford you a ſparke to 
inlighten-my- Text; - and to_ſhew you the way to 
be content . | | ' 

As 1acob when he bleſt the ſonnes of 7oſeph, Gen, 
48, bleſtthem with a croſle, croffing his armes(as' 
you may ſee by the Text :') ſo the greateſt bleſſing 
that ever came into the world, came by a cro 
(the crofle and paſſion of our bleſſed Lord and 
Saviour; and there is no man living ſo bleſtof God 
in this world, but he hath/ſome croſle or otherto 
keepe him humble, and the moſt uſuall are theſe; * 

G r. Moſes 
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; 1, Moſes caſe, tobe croſtwith a Zipporah, with an 
ill-tengued wife: or Ab5gails caſe,to be croſt with 
a Nabal, with an il-conditioned husband; we will 
put them both together, becauſe this croſle is like 
.an Amphiſbans, a Serpent with two heads, which 
bites both wayes, and ſtingsat both ends ; and there 
muſt be a redreſfle on both ſides, or there can be no 
contentment on eyther: As the Poets feigne of 
Yenus, that ſhe brought forth a ſonne , and called his 
name*z;Love; this fonne of hers would never thrive 
nor come to any growth , till ſhe had brought forth 
another ſonne, and ſhe called his name- arrip»; as 
you would ſay love for love. Thus ſtands the caſe be- 
twixt a man and his wifez they are like "tac and ayripar, 
the love of the one will never grow nor thrive with- 
out the love of the other. If there be not a recipro- 
call affe&ion , a mutuall endeavouring- to give each 
other content , their life-will proove r#ther Conjur- 
21um than Conjugium (as one (aid) rather a warfare, 
then a welfare, and they ſhall live-ia the family as 
Iacob and Eſsu did in the wombe, and doe nothing 
but wreſtle and ſtruggle for ſuperiority, which'is a 
hatefull life both tro God and mzn.. Well, but if itbe 
thus, that a man or w owan be thus croſt ; what is-to 
be done in ſuch a caſe > I anſwer there is no way but * 
one, and that's it my Text ſpeakesof,onely to learne 
zo be Content. But yet therc is a courſe to be taken 
forthat,and it is this. Davidrells us in the Pſalme , 
that it is God that maketh them that are in one 
houſe tobeof one heart : if therefore any diſcontent 
ariſe ina family, the onely way is, to have recourſe 
to heaven by humble andearneſt prayer, and God 


wil 
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will workea peace twixt man and wife, Vee ſee in 
- Geneſis, as long as Adam and Eve lived at one with 

God, they lived at one among themſelves; bnt ſo 
ſoone as they were divided from God by 1in, they 
became divided among themſelves by diſcord; 4- 
dam falls a blaming of Eve and accuſing her to God, 
in whom before he rejoyced as bone of his bone, 
and fleſh of his flefh : So marke it where you will , 
ſeldome doe man and wife fall out among them- 
ſelves, bur firſt they are fallen out with God; and 
ſeldome agree except God hath a hand in it. The 
Hebrewes obſcrve that Gods Name ( /chovah)and . 
mans and womans name (ſh and 1ſhah) begin both 
with one & the ſame letter; now if you take out the 
firſt letter of Gods name from a mans and womans 
name, nothing remaines but Eſh which ſignifieth 
fire. This is the true reaſon why there is ſo much 
fire, I meane ſo much unk inde and unnaturall flames 
of contention betwixt man and wife, onely becauſe 
God is left out, the Lord is not betweene them. 
Therefore the onely way to bring peace: and unity 
into a family, is to bring God into the family; and 
the onely way to bring God into a houſe, is to brin 
himand draw him in by prayer. Draw neare to G 
and God will draw neare to you (ſaith S. 7ames.) Be 
not you wanting to: God, and God will never be 
wanting to. you ; Alwayes remember the Apoſtles 
farewell to the Cor:nthiaxs, 2 Cor. 13.11. Be of one 
minde, lrue in peace, and the God of peace ſhall be with 
50s, Thus doe as God would have you, ad that is 
the way to be content. | 
2. Elies caſe, to be croſt 1x ones children, Put caſe 
= | G 2 - thy 
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thy children be-either taken from thee by untimely 
death; in'their youth; or,vhich is worſe, live tobe 
upgracious and undutifull-to rhee 1n their age : 
theſe are piercing griefes; yet learne:tobe-content 
in-both: Forthe firſt, ſay that Almighty God, who 
hath Is vite & nects, the power of lifeand death in 
his owne hands, and can draw out, and cut ſhort 
our lives as'it pleaſeth him, doe cut off thy childin 
the budding, in the blooming of his age,when he is 
Aurore filius (as the Poet ſpeakes )a fonne of the 
morning, ſo that all thy joy, thy hope, thy comfort, 
ſeemes toperiſh and die, and be extinguiſht in bim : 
yet learneto be content, for why ? Conſider, that if 
thy child hadlived, he muſt have ſerved an apprenti- 
ſhip all the while, that he might after have beene 
free of the heavenly 7eruſalem: now if Ged in his 
mercy willgrant ir the freedome inthe beginning of 
its yeares; and make hima citizenamong the Saints 
ſhortly after he came into the world , is thisany 
cauſe of diſcontent > and not rather of thankſgive- 
ing? 'But whocan tell whether ſuch-a childbe faved 
or no-?-if I were bur {ure of that (will ſome ſay )-I 
ſhould bethe better content : though T know a 
parent willabhorre ſuch a thought of doubtfullneſſe, 
yet for the better ſetling of your minds in that aflu- 
rance, doe but. call to minde our Saviours-ſaying, 
Suffer little children to come unto me , for unto ſuch be- 
longeth the Kingdome of God: it 1s nor only faidthat 
they belong ro Gods kingdome, but that. Gods 
kingdome belongs to. them, (as much as to ſay.) if 
any have aright unto it, or may claimea'part or por- 
tion In it, it is ſuch or none : in the Originall it 
is, 
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is, 761 yep Teimay i510.n Eaciade. ts Of, For of ſuch tthe 
kingdeme of God, (that is) Geds kingdome doth con- 
Fiſt of little-children, heayen. is repleniſhed and ſto- 
red with ſuch as they. Foraſmuch then as there can 
be no feare nor danger of thy.childs ſalvation with 
God, let this teach thee to be content, if God ſhall 
take him from thee an th inung of its dayes. * 

Bur the greateſt crofle of all is, when children 
live to-be ungracious and undutifull to theis-parents: 
inthieir age (as E/zes were) when aged parents ſhall - 
be forced tocomplaine, as the tree did in the Apo- 
logne, that it was rent and torne and ſplit aſunder, 
with the -ſame wedge: that was cut out of its ©wne 
bowels; this I am perſwaded is the greateſt griefe 
that can befall a tender-hearted parent. This was 
. the croſle that ſubdued. Egypr ; all the plagues of 
God, could not make them yceld, till God ſmote 
their children, and that broke their hearts: ſo-1 Sam. 

0.6. it is ſaid of Davids men, that their ſoules were 
F Ds for their children : the miſcarriage of a child is 
galland worme-woodto a parent, it imbitters their 
very ſoules. If thycaſe be thus, Lbewaile and con- 
dole it : onely let me perfwade thee to be content, 
becauſe the God that made thy child, can mend 
him. Do therefore-for him as Noah did for [aphetr, 
Gen.9.27., He had giventhat ſon of his a:greatdeale 
of goad counſell, no-doubt, and perſwaded him-to- 
dwell in Gods Church, andbecome-a lively mem- 
ber of the ſame , but knowing well to how little 
purpoſe all this would be, without Gods working 
__ his heart, he falls to prayer; God perſmade 1a 
phet to dwell in the tents of Shem: as if he bad faid,,1 
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have adviſed: and done myutmoſt, toperſwade thee 
my ſonne 3 but allthis is but loſt labour , unlefle God 
put to his helping hand; now therefore, The good 
Lord perſade thee, &., Thus doe thou for thy refra- 
Cory child , defire God to perſivade him, to con- 
vince him, toconvert andturne his heart, avd thou 
ſhalt ſee that nothing ſhall ſtand in his way, but the 
worke fhall be accompliſhed. If God undertake to 
bring Peter out of prilon,.no bolts nor barres ſhall 
| beable to hold himrhere ; if the Lord take in hand 
tO leade 1ſrael out of Egypt into the promiſed land, 
ſea ſhall be no ſea, wilderneſſe no wilderneſle,-Gi- 
ants no Giants, 8&c.'So though thy child be never 
ſo. ill-minded, never ſo deſperately bent, if.God 
undertake to mend him and make him good, all his 
i111 conditions ſhall not hinder it: therefore let not 
thy heart ſinke, nor thy faith faile, nor thy hopes 
languiſh, bur ſtill-pray, ſtill entrear, ſtill waite upon 
God, and that's the way tobe content. | 

3- Toſephs caſe, to be croſt in ones. reputation... 
Put caſe thy good name ( which Salomor. ſaith, is 
more precious than richcs )be impeached and taken 
from thee by flanders, and lyes and baſe tmputations 
of thoſe that wiſh thee ill : for ſuch is the vice and 
villany of the world, that they will traduce and diſ- 
credit a man, whether he deſerve'it yeaor no. Deuid 
compares ſuch'to the Aſpe, which is a beaſt ill- 
ſighted, but quicke of hearing, weake but full of 
poyſon ; ſo are all detraQours, ill-ſighted ro ſee-any 
thing that's good.in another , but quicke of bearing 
ary thing thatis bad of him;weake they are in iudge- 
ment andiin charity both, bur full of the poyioa of 

malice 
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malice and'envie: The poyſon of .4ſpes is under their 
tips , Pſal.140. 3.Tunin« tranſlates it, venenum ptya. 
dos, the poyſon of the ſpitting. ſerpent ; they have 
learnedofthe old Serpents;the Devill, to ſpit their 
venome inthe faces of thoſe that faine would live: 
in peace, and dwell ſecurely by them: they are in- 
deed a eurſed generation ;. Dew. 27.24. Curſed be he 
that ſmites his neighbour 11 ſecret (that doth ſecretly 
and fljly underhand traduce him,and ſeeketo worke 
him out-of the good opinion of his neighbours and, 
friends) and marke what followes,. /et all the people 
ſay, Amen , God doth'not. onely curſe ſuch aone 
himſelfe, bur he pives all his people leave tocurſe 
him too : and curſed be that offence thar brings the 
curſe of God,. and the curſe of the people. upon 
ſuch an offender. 5; ENT 

Well, if it have'beene any of your hard. haps to: 
be thus ſecretly ſmitten, or:openly. injured in your: 

grepurations; ( as ſome of us, I am ſure, have. beene)- . 

Tet me ( as-I have begun) entreate you to beare it. 
contentedly whether you deſerve it--or deſerve. 
It nor. 7: | 

If thou doeſt deſerve it, and that: by: thy ſcanda-- 
lous life, thou haſt throwne this dirt in thy-owne 
face ; then be content and be forry for what thou: 
haſt done, and-God ſhall repay and make. up' thy: 
good name againe: we have his owne premiſe for 
it, by his owne Prophet, Zeph. 3.11. 1x that day 
thox ſhalt not be aſhamed for all thy doings, wherein 
thou haſt tranſgreſſed againſt. me: the meaning is, that 
in the day of thy repentance, God will take from 


thee, not thy. ſin onely, but thy ſhame too; ow | 
y 
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by his great ſinnes; had in amanner quite broken his 
. name ,inſomuch rhat ent began to in- 
{iilt and make ſongs -upon him to: diſgrace. him ut- 
rerly:; yet becauſe: he was a penitent man ,, God up- 
an his repentance repayred'his good: name, and he. 
dyed (ſarth'the/rext') fil of riches and Honour , firſt 
of Chronicles, Chap. uit: not of riches onely,; bur of 
| honour too: all his diſhonour was done away, and 
he'left a reverend-and renowhed pame- behind him : 
when he bad igotten credit with God, he got credit 
with-men'too.-In 2 word, if thou deſireſt that others 
ſhould:{peake well of thee, ſec thol-bave a care to 
doe well unto thy ſelfe, 2 ſa/.59; 18.5; benefereris 
tzbs, If thou doeft well anto thy ſelfe, men will ſpeakegaod 
of thee. $9 that it lies in a-mansſelfe,jit is in his own 
hand to make himſelfe a gogd name or a'bad one ; 
So long is z man dotbwell ro himſelfe; (r) ſpends 
his time well; ſerves his 'God well, leades his life 
| well, and husbands/ his /cftate well ; ſo longhe ſhallyg 
be ſure to be wellthought of; andwell ſpoken of,” 
bur if he doex/ to. bono, take an-iull-courſe, leade 
an il! life, and follow ill company,8cc. if he bethen 
ill-ſpoken of, hemuſt thanke himſelfe: and he may 
fay to himſelfe, as rhe-heart of A4psl:dorus the ty- 
rant ſeemed toſayto; him, who.dreamed one night 
that he was fleade by the Stytbraps,and that his beart 
cried unto him outof the Caldron, »y.\-0 37ror erria, 
Iris I that have brought thee to all! this. Therefore 
if thou deſerveſt to be ill-ſpoken of, amexd thou thy 
ſelfe;and God wilt amend thy name.' 
' Bur if thoube ill ſpoken of, and deſerveſt it not, 
though the croſſe be great,the comfort is the Freaters 
or 
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for doebut reſt contented, and God will: find a time 
to bring thy innocency to light. Looke how. God 
doth with ſecret finnes tobring them to light that 
are done in darkeneſſe; ſo will he doeby ſecret in- 
nocency; /oſephs uprightneſſe was in ſecret, none 
ſaw it or knew it but onely God and himſfelfe; as for 
bis miſtreſſe, ſhe accuſed him, belyed and flandered 
him,and was beleeved ; poore /oſeph either pleaded 
not for himſelfe, or his plea was not heard nor cre- 
dited ; yet God found a time to cleare it and bring 
it tolight: ſo letthe world raiſe what ſlanders the 
will, looke how he did with Toſeph, ſo will he deale 
with thee, for he is a God: that changeth' not. In 
the meane time, doe not take too much. to heart 
the reproaches of thy enemies, but pray as Auſtix 
did, plae mihs mitigationes 1# cor , ut pattenter tales 
feram,, Oh my God, ſhowre downe thy gentle ap- 
peaſings into my heart, that I may patiently beare 
with ſuch men as theſe; Pray(I ſay) to God, that 
hee would pacifie thy owne heart, and mollifie thy 
enemies (hearts, and that's the way to be content. 

4 Mephiboſheths caſe, to be croſt by perfidious 
friends and ſervants. Iconfeſle it is a hard caſe when 
ſuch as are Yiri pacs, and Yirs pants (as the Prophet 
ſpeakes,) that eate of a mans bread, and profeſle 

iendſhip and love and ſervice toa man; when they 
ſhallgo about 'to undermine him and worke him 
out of favour, and out of his fortunes too : yet the 
world is full of ſuch Z:baes that care not.how they 
collogue, nor whom they-ſlander for their owne 
private advantage: If they ſee a man to be acri = 
(& it were)that he cannot pO to ſpeake for bins , 
nor 
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54 T he way to be Contemt, | 
nor come in place to anſiver for himſelfe, arid to 
tell his owne tale; he ſhall be ſure to: have his tate 
told for bim,by ſome thar he little dreamt of, that 
will do' hima diſpleaſure, an4 he ſhall never know 
who hurt him. Thus did Zr deale with ephibo- 
ſbeth, 2: Sam.19.30. yet fee how patieatly, how con- 
rentedly., that | man put it up; when David 
ſpake'of dividing the land with Zeba, Let him take 
all (faith 2ephs beth ) ſeeing -my Lord'the King is 
come home tu peace. Here ts the'voyce of one that is 
2true-fervant to his God, anda true fubje to his 
King; ſuch a man is really content; that the devils 
pioners(Imeane undermining flatterefs)ſhould take 
all they” can ger, and get all rhey caiy rake either - 
by Hophnzes ſbhooke, 't Sam. 2. or by thofe Nets 
andDragges that the Prophet ſpeakes of, Hab.1.15. 
let themhooke; bale and drag together the Devil 
and-ull(as ſome I thinke will doe:) A contented man 
hadruther with Mephitoſheth looſeall, part with all, 
and be ftript ofall he hath, ſo he may but have leave 
ro enjoy the favour of his God, the ſafety of bis 
Soveraigne andthe peace of his owne confcience to 
himſelfe. Well, if it be thy hard hap to be thus 
2bufed and uncermined by a trecherous Z:1bs, that 
bares thee faire-in'-bhand;, and ſecretly endeavours 
ro. worke thee Ont of all ;-yet' lJearne of  Hephibo- 
Feth to be content thongh thou goeſt by the ivorſe ; 
and deſire of God as David did to ſtand thy friend 
in ſuch a caſe; ſporde pro ſerve'two, it bouum, An- 
(wer for thy ſervant: in the thing that iy good, Pſal1 19: 
122.45 if he hadſaid; Lordthou heareft and ſeeſt 
dory wojuſtly Lata calumniated and evill fpoken of 

| | | in 
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.in mayy places, where 1 am not, nor may not come 
to. anſwer for my-felfe, therefore Lord, doe thou 
anſwer for me,or ſtirre up ſome good body to plead 
my cauſe, and ſpeake in- my behalfe, Sz»barrha 
ſeruam tuum(fo ſome tranſlate 1t)be ſurety for thy 
ſervant ; if they will not beleeve mee, nor give cre- 
dit to my words when I ſpeake in my oivne defence; 
be thou O Lord, a ſurety for me, paſle thy word for 
my truth and ſincerity, for thou, knoweſt my cauſe 
is good. Be ſurety for thy ſervant in the thing that is 
good. Thus doe, ſee thy cauſe be good, thy conſci- 
ence cleare, thy heart unguilty of the great offence, 
and then commend thy caſe to God, let Godalone 
toanſiver for thee, And that is the way to be Content. 

5 The cripples caſe, ſoþ.5. to be croſt ini ones 
preferment, as he was that lay 38 yeares at the 
poole of Betheſda, waiting for a good houre, and 
ſtill one, or other ſtept in before him, and inter- 
cepted him of his cure, and pur him by from all his 
poſſibilities and hopes. And this is the great Cor- 
delium the very heart-ake and igmnas of many a 
worthy man, many a worthy Scholler, that hath lyen 
along time at.the poole of the Church and Courr, 
hoping at length to climbe up that ſame 8450; uaas 
(as tbe Apoſtle calls it, 1 7:m.3.13-)that yoo ſtep 
or ſtay to honour and preferment, that others have 
done, and ſtill one os. other ſteps in before him, in- 
tercepts him of his bqpes, and caſts him.downe as 
lowas ever his expeQations raiſed himup. If this 
be any of your caſes, I ſhall giye you no other coun- 
ſell then.Ldefireof God to take my felfe, and that's 
this ; to learne- of that, Cripple to be cantent fora 
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time, to tarry Gods leiſure, to attend ill at the 
pool '( I meane at the ordinances of God)and you 
ſhall ſee at length, that if Angels cannot helpe you, 
Chriſt himſelfe will come and doe a cure upon 

andrather worke a miracle than your faith ſhould 
be os ag , Or your hope ſhould nuke you a- 
ſhamed. In the meane time you muſt know, that 
there is a ſpeciall diſpenſation of God in his dea- 
lings with ſome of his ſervants, Num. 1 2.7, My fer. 
want Afoſes 1s not ſo(ſairh God) be is fatthfull in all 
my houſe, unto him will I ſpeake mouth to mouth. Here 
was a ſpeciall favour, that God would ſhew ro 10- 
fes, which he would not ſhew toevery one that was 
fairhfull in his houſe. You ſee Matrh, 17, when 
Chriſt was ym ag TY upon the mount, he tooke 
but three of his Diſciples with him, and left the 
reſt behind, who yet were as neare and deare, and as 
good Diſciples as they. Afterwards, Matth. 27. 
when Chriſt aroſe from death, it is ſaid, that many 
of the Saints aroſe to attexd him, Many Saints, not 
all; others that had beene as holy and as ſanQified 
men as they, ſtayed fill in their graves, and their 
- bodies lay in the duſt expeQing glory. Thus doth 
God ſtill deale with his ſervants ;; fome he raiſeth 
up to wealth and honour and preferment ,' other 
fome he depreflerhand heldeth downe with poverty, 
want and heevle, who yet no doubt areas true and 
faithfull ſervants to God as they 'that are advanced. 
Salomon tells us, Eccleſ.9.11. The race 15 not to the 
Fwift, nor the batrell to the ſtrong, nor riches to 
men of underſtanding, nor favour to men of know- 
ledge: his meaning is that men of greateſt abilities. 
men 
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men of greateſt ſufficiencies 'are- oft times kept 
low, wheh others that ate but' GYeguris ordinrs to. 
our thinking, aft advanced and lifred up. This is 
to leatne us to be content with our'eſtates, becauſe 
theyare of Gods affitiemment and defignation. Con- 
rent( | ay) not onely by*confſtrainr, biit willingly 
(as the Apoſtle ſpeakes in ahother calc ;) for you 
know there is a twofold eontenrment : Voluntary,. 
and 1nveluntiry. The Involwmntary is when a man is 
content with his eſtate, againſt his will, becauſe he 
canriot belpe it. As 85me of Cyrene, Matth.27.2 2... 
ſubmitted himſelfe to- beate the croſſe of Chriſt, 
becauſe he was. Angariatus compelled and forced: 
to'-it- (as. the Texr ſheweth:-) this is a tbankleſſe 
and fruitleſſe contentmeart, virtus rdtnrium nulla eff: 
God takes no pleaſure in forecd patience; patience 
perforce hath ſmall thankes'with God. Bur it isthe 
Voluntary contentment which proceeds ab intrinſecs 
from an inward working of grace; from the ſame 
free ſpirit that David ſpeakes of, Pſal.5 1. when a. 
man doth voluntarily, freely and of his owne accord 
endeavour to worke imſelfe tO: af Lvrapxela TO an in- 
ward felfe-ſufficiencie ,' whether his eſtate pleaſe 
himorno, as they did, /er.42.6. whether it be good,” 
or whether it be evill, we will obey the woyce of the Lord, 
&c. Not onely when Gods will andours ſute toge- 
ther, but when there is an utter diſagreemeat be- 
twixt them: then tobe content without conſtraint, 
is thankwertby with God. You fee by experience, 
A man that comes to an Inne, ifhe can peta better 
lodping and better artendance, he will; if he cannor, | 
yet he will be content with it; for why? He con-- 
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{iders it .is but, for a night, and he 1s gone: thus-wee 
"come into the world as it were into an Innc, which 
is a place of pallage, no place ofabode; ifwe can ger 
a better eſtate ora better condition, uſe it in Gods 
"name ; if pot, yet learne ta be coptent, for. why >-it is 
but for a night, for a.ſhort ſpate, and you are goue. 
And fo I cometo the laſt caſe of all, and that 1s, 

6. Hezekiahs caſe, to be croſt in ones departure, 
tobe called todieat ſuch a time, when a man defires 
moſt to live: when God ſhall ſhorten a mans dayes 
in his. journey (as Dvd ſpeaketh) and take a man 
away in: the midſt of his age, in the minority of his 
children, inthe unſetledneſle of his eſtate ; this of 
all the reſt may ſcemethe heavieſt croſle; yer learne 
of Hezek:iah to, be. content to. liveas loogas God 
will ſpa 


re, thee, and. when, God will have thee, be 
content. .to dye: n a-loying,mother ſendeth 
forth her child to nurſe, and the purſe hath, kept. ir 
long cnough; if, the mother:thipke goed. ro take 
home her ownecbild againe, hath: the nurſe an 

cauſe to. grudge or complaine,? bow much leſt: 
cauſe have wee to ſhew any. token of ungodlineſſe 
anddiſcontent,that Ged ſhould take home our de- 
- partibg ſoules, the. worke of: bis owpe hands, the 
plant of his owne grafting, who tenders it more 
than a mother doth her child, and will keepe it 
better and ſafer for us, than wean keepe it: forour 
ſclves? It is ſaid of David, AZ.13.35.,#ber he had 
ſerved his time, by the will of God, then he fell aſleepe 
nd was gathered to bis fathers. Every. one hath his 
lime ſet him, to ſerve God in; this world, ſome a 
Tonger, ſome a ſhorter timezas. it. pleaſeth-God to 
predetermine 
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redetermine and'fet' it downe : now when a man 
bath ferveU'his time (as David did)and done rhat 
he came for into the world, I meane when he hath 
repented of his finnes, reformed his wayes, provi- 
' ded for his family, and made heaven and ſalvation 
ſure to bis owne foule ; if rchen it ſhall pleaſe God 
to ſend forth that ſame 4ngelwm morers ( as the He- 
brewes' ſpeake?) the” Angell'of death, ro';call hit 
home; and'ferch Yiim into his fathers' Lingoae's 
what juſt cauſe hath fach a one to take” 7obs wives 
counlell, in the beft ſenſe, and eve to Meſſe God 
and dye? It is a Lamentable cafe when'a man muſtdie 
whether he wilt'or no, when God comes'to pull'a- 
way a 'mans ſoule, (as Toh ſpeaks) 70h 4.7. 16. What 
h ope hath the hypocrite, when God comes to pull away his 
ſoule.? Juſt as you fee when a'great fiſh'is taken with 
an angle; the- man' pulls, and the fiſh pulls, and the 
man pulls againe, and by force of armes twitcheth 
it out of the water: thus it fares with an hypocrite 
(ſaith 794) when he.is takenas it were with the an- 


gle of God, I meane with' fome mortall ſickneſſe, 


that God begins to pou at his ſoule, and twitch it 
out of his body whether he will or no ; then que- 
nam ſpes> where is the hope of the Hypocrite > alas 
his hope is gone. The like expreſſion you have Luke 
12.20. God Almighty. faith to the rich man, Thou 
foole, this night they ſhall fetch away thy ſoule, as if he 
had ſaid, I know thou art loth to part with thy 
ſouls, loth to forgoe ir, but that ſhall not ſerve thy 
turne; there will come thoſe that will take it by 
force, and fetch it from thee whether thou wilt or 
LO, camo «ny 03, they ſhall never aske thee _— 

ut 


= 
the? 


a Fs Wo. 
4 ere 4 


6o "he = ta aA 
but ſhall wreſt and {OR FHCrs into. ſych. " 
place, 'ſucha, com condition, as Iam | 
2fraidto is compre have, pp .now. hier (as.the } 

Greekes lay) Tav/Tw 7dr jr ris dale gab beate this Oake 'I 
- for. any more Acornes, nor to may texr for any * 
more obſervations: onely in a word, I $_00 deſire _ 3 
die contentedly, let your cate and endeavor be: to / 
live conſcio ly; then let death come-when it 7 
will, it ſhall. be no otherwiſe than a mid-wife (as | 
Naz, ſpeakes)to deliver you and helpe you out of 
the paines of earth. into the joyes ven: then ! 
when you dic you ſhall live, when you goe from | 
men.you ſhall goe to God, whenyour eyes are clo- | 
{ed oneartb, they ſhall be op tom £7 in heaven. 

Thus acc: 1 I have 


fe 'be content, God of bis mercy, 
feng unto it, for Teſus Chrift bis oy Ts 
mbom with the Father and the holy 
Spirit, be gtVen and «ſcribed all 
gg lory; he done and 
or me erutce and. 
Auty, this Wl and for 
_ ever, Amen. 


' a *, Þ 
L445 af 14s £3 | TY 
s 
# EN I 8;-::!/ 
* SS a£ ' .&F © n 
; = 


